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General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

Reverend Brian Cockroft 

President of the General Assembly 2005-2006 

During my Presidential term I have visited all sixteen districts (one while Vice President) and every 
Synod and Presbytery in Ireland at least once. My talk or service has usually been based on "More I 

unites us than divides us", giving insight into the Non Subscribing Presbyterian Church of Ireland to 
British audiences and sharing the ethos of the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches on the other side of the Irish Sea. I trust this will help to foster good relations between 

I 
i 
l 

these sister churches both now and in the future. 

The 23rd.of April 2006 will be remembered by Unitarian historians as the date when the old 
Council system which served the General Assembly since its inception was replaced by the 
Executive Committee. As I write, in January 2006, the denomination is eagerly awaiting the result 
of the Executive Committee Elections. To have a contested election with 23 candidates (12 men 
and 11 women from all over the country) to fill 8 places bodes well for the future. To all 
candidates, whether successful or not, thank you for your willingness to serve and thank you as well 
to everyone who voted. 

Your participation is needed to make democracy work. Unless involved in the whole process of 
change, which has taken several years, few will appreciate the enormity of the task that has been 
achieved! 

Without wanting to sound too much like an Oscar winner I would like to thank all who made my 
time as your President possible and enabled it to run smoothly. There were all those who provided 
generous hospitality in their homes or at services or events; Jeff Teagle and the Essex Hall team; 
Dawn Buckle, my predecessor; David Dawson, my successor and so many other willing volunteers 
throughout the Unitarian Family. Finally I would thank the members of Ballyhemlin, Greyabbey, 
Newtownards and Cork congregations without whose support I could not have accepted your 
invitation to serve as President. 

May we all - 
Look backward with gratitude 
Look onward with hope 
Look upward with confidence 
Now and in the years to come. 

Essex Hall, 1-6 Essex Street, LONDON, WC2R 3HY 
Telephone: (020) 7240 2384 Fax: (020) 7240 3089 

General Secretary: Jeffrev J Teagle 

The Trustees of the General Assembly are the Members of Council, which comprises the Honorary 
Officers, the Elected Members, and the Co-opted Members as listed below. 

COUNCIL 2003-2006 (Appointed April 2003) 

Honorary Officers 

President: 
Vice-President: 
Treasurer: 
Deputy Treasurer: 
Past-President: 

Elected Members 

East Cheshire Union of U and FC Churches 
East Midland Unitarians 
Eastern Union of U and FC Churches 
London District and SE Provincial Assembly 
Manchester District Association 
Merseyside District Missionary Association 
Midland Union of U and FC Churches 
North and East Lancashire Unitarian Mission 
Northern Unitarian Association 
Scottish Unitarian Association 
Sheffield and District Association 
South East Wales Unitarian Society 
Southern Unitarian Association 
South Wales Unitarian Association 
Western Union of U and FC Churches 
Yorkshire Unitarian Union 
British League of U and LC Women 
Ministerial Fellowship 
National Unitarian Fellowship 
Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church of Ireland 
Unitarian Youth 

The Rev Brian Cockroft 
David Dawson 
Martin West 

Dawn Buckle 

Robert Fincham 
Elizabeth Barlow 
Chris Wilson 
The Rev Steve Dick 
The Rev A m  Peart 
David Buckley 
Gavin Lloyd 
No specific member 
Freda Laverick 
Janet Briggs 
Gavin Mason 
Lis Dyson-Jones 
Anthony M Rees 
The Rev Cen Llwyd 
Bernard Omar 
Kate Taylor 
Julianne Morgan 
The Rev John Clifford 
The Rev Ashley Hills 
The Rt Rev Colin Campbell 
Richard Whitham 

Co-opted Member: Jennifer Atkinson 

Other Appointments: 
Solicitor: Charles Russell LLP 
Auditors: Messrs Edmund Gibbs & CO 
Custodian Trustee: The British and Foreign Unitarian Association 



General Assembly Officers and Honorary Members 
1 

Secretaries 
1928 Rev S H Mellone, MA, DSc 
1928 Rev R Travers Herford, BA, DD 
1929-49 Rev Mortimer Rowe, BA, DD 
1949-69 Rev John Kielty, LD, DD 
1969-79 Rev Brian L Golland, MA 
1979-94 Roy W Smith, DHL 
1994- Jeffrey J Teagle 

Treasurers 
1928-39 Lieut-Col S Chatfield-Clarke, DL 
1939-59 Mr Ronald P Jones, MA, FRIBA 
1959-70 Sir C Herbert Pollard, CBE, FCA 
1970-71 Mr Albert Forrester, FCA 
197 1-79 Mr Amold Graves, FCA, FCIS 
1979-98 Mr Geofffrey Head, BA 
1998-05 Mr Michael Tomlin 
2005- Mr Martin West 

Deputy Treasurers 
1996-98 Mr Michael Tomlin 

Presidents 
1929 Rev C J Street, MA, LLB (B&FUA) 
1929 Rev Henry Gow, BA, BD (Nat Conf) 
1929-3 1 Mrs Sydney Martineau 
193 1-32 Mr J Harrop White, JP 
1932-34 Rev Alfred Hall, MA, DD 
1934-35 Mr Ronald P Jones, MA, FRIBA 
1935-36 Mr George G Armstrong 
1936-37 Rev H McLachlan, MA, DD, LittD 
1937-38 Mr N Bishop Harman, MA, LLD 
1938-39 Rev R F Rattray, MA, PhD 
1939-40 Mr J T Bibby 
1940-41 Rev E Rosalind Lee, MA 
1941-42 Mr P M Oliver, CBE, BA 
1942-43 Rev H J Rossington, MA, BD 
1943-44 Mr R H Mottram, JP, FRSL 
1944-45 Mr Alfred Pilling, OBE, JP 
1945-46 Rev Raymond V Holt, MA, BLitt 
1946-47 Mr Harold Baily, MBE 
1947-48 Rev Lawrence Redfem, MA. BD 
1948-49 Prof FJM Stratton, LLD, FRS 
1949-50 Rev Fred Cottier 
1950-5 1 Mr Harold B Moore 
195 1-52 Rev G Randall Jones, MA, BSc, BD 
1952-53 Miss Dorothy Tarrant, MA, PhD 
1953-54 Rev Herbert Crabtree 
1954-55 Mr Stanley R Butler, ACA 
1955-56 Rev Frank A Bullock 
1956-57 Mr C Herbert Pollard, CBE, FSAA 
1957-58 Rev James Percival Chalk 
1958-59 Rt Hon J Chuter Ede, CH, JP, DL, MP 
1959-60 Rev Arthur W Vallance, BA 

1960-61 Mr Arthur L Blake, OBE 
196 1-62 Rev J Hany Smith 
1962-63 Mr Kenneth M Street, MM 
1963-64 Rev Walter M Long 
1964-65 Mr Stanley J Kennett, BSc, PhD 
1965-66 Rev E Shirvell Price, MA 
1966-67 Mr T H Hollingsworth 
1967-68 Rev Fred Kenworthy, MA, BD 
1968-69 Mrs Arny Howarth, MA 
1969-70 Rev C Gordon Bolam, MA, BD 
1970-71 Mr Arnold Graves, FCA, FCIS 
1971 -72 Rev H John McLachlan, MA, BD, DPhil 
1972-73 Mr M Humphreys Winder, BA 
1973-74 Rev D Jacob Davies, BA 
1974-75 Mrs Gwyneth J M Thomas, BSc 
1975-76 Rev Evan David Davies 
1976-77 Mr George Morrison, MA 
1977-78 Rev Dr Peter B Godfrey, BA, DD 
1978-79 Mr Geoffrey Head, BA 
1979-80 Rev A Hilton Birtles, JP, BA 
1980-81 Dr June Bell, MA, MB, BS, PhD 
198 1-82 Rev Eric Wild, BA 
1982-83 Mrs Eleanor Dixon 
1983-84 Rev Arthur J Long, MA 
1984-85 Mrs Helen M Nicholson, MBE 
1985-86 Rev Sydney H Knight 
1986-87 Mrs Sheila Crosskey, MB, ChB I 

1987-88 Rev Derek Smith I 
1988-89 Mr Robert HE Inkson, BSc, FSS, FIS ! 
1989-90 Rev J Eric Jones, BA 
1990-91 Mrs Eila Forrester, BA 
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199 1-92 Rev Peter Hewis, BA 
1992-93 Mrs Celia Kerr 
1993-94 Rev James McClelland, MA 
1994-95 Mr Michael Tomlin 
1995-96 Rev Anne McClelland, BA 
1996-97 Dr Jane Williams, MB, BCh, BA0 
1997-98 Rev Clifford Reed, BA 
1998-99 Dr Beverley Littlepage, MSC,MRCOG, FFPHMI 
1999-00 Rev Keith Gilley, BA, MA 
2000-0 1 Mrs Judith Crompton, JP 
2001-02 Rev John Midgley, BA, BD, MA, MEd 
2002-03 Alan Ruston, BSc 
2003-04 Rev Austin Fitzpatrick 
2004-05 Dawn Buckle 
2005-06 Rev Brian Cockroft 

Honorary Members 
Rev H John McLachlan, MA, BD, DPhil 
Dr June Bell, MA, MB, BS, PhD 
Mr Geoffrey Head, BA 
Rev Dr Peter Godfrey, BA, DD 
Rev Arthur J Long, MA 

Anniversary Service Preachers 

1929 Rev Alfred Hall, MA, DD 
1930 Rev H J Rossington, MA, BD 
193 1 Rev Herbert McLachlan, MA, DD, LittD 
1932 Rev Herbert Bames 
1933 Rev John C Ballantyne, MA 
1934 Rev Charles M Wright, MA 
1935 Rev Lawrence Clare 
1936 Rev Arthur S Hum, MA, DLitt 
1937 Rev Sidney Spencer, BA 
1938 Rev Raymond V Holt, MA, BLitt 
1939 Rev Arthur H Lewis 
1940 Rev W E Williams, BA 
1941 Rev Fred R Cottier 
1942 Rev Rev Leslie Belton. MA, MSc 
1943 Rev E George Lee 
1944 Rev Stanley Mossop 
1945 Rev Reginald W Wilde, MA,. MSc, PhD 
1946 Rev Wallace B Travener 
1947 Rev Frank A Bullock 
1948 Rev Frederick May Elliot, MA, DD LLD 
1949 Rev G Randall Jones, MA, MSc, BD 
1950 Re\ Mortimer Rowe, BA, DD 
195 1 Rev Lawrence Redfern, MA, BD 
1952 Rev H G Woodford 
? 953 Rev Arthur L Agnew, OBE, BA, DD 
1954 Rev Sydney P Whitehouse, MA, BLitt 
1955 Rev H Stewart Carter, MA 
1956 Rev Basil Viney 
1957 Rev Arthur W Vallance, BA 
1958 Rev W J Carter, MA 
1959 Rev Wilfred Waddington, BA, BD 
1960 Rev Dana L McGreeley, DD 
1961 Rev Phillip N Tindall, BA, BD PhD 
1962 Rev C Gordon Bolam, MA, BD 
1963 Rev A Margaret Ban; MA 
1964 Rev Fred Kenworthy, MA, DD 
1965 Rev D Jacob Davies, BA 
1966 Rev John Radcliffe, BA 
1967 Rev Charles Bartlett, BA 

1968 Rev Brian L Golland, MA 
1969 Rev John Kielty, LLD, DD 
1970 Rev Harry Lismer Short, MA 
1971 Rev Eric S Price, MA 
1972 Rev Robert N West, BA, BD, DD 
1973 Rev Lancelot A Garrard, MA,. BD, LLD 
1974 Rev E Basil Short, BSc 
1975 Rev A Hamilton Birtles, BA 
1976 Rev Fred M Ryde, MA 
1977 Rev Dudley E Richards, MA, BD 
1978 Rev Anne McClelland, BA 
1979 Rev Eric Wild, BA and Eileen Kielty, BA 
1980 Rev A Ben Downing, MA, BD 
198 1 Rev Gabor Kereki 
1982 Rev Arthur J Long, MA 
1983 Rev Bruce Findlow, BA 
1984 Rev 0 Eugene Pickett, BA, BD, DD 
1985 Rev D Elwyn J Davies, MA, BD, PhD 
1986 Rev Peter B Godfrey, BA 
1987 Rt Rer Williarn McMillan, MA 
1988 Rev William F Schulz, MA, DMin, DD 
1989 Rev Frank Walker, BA 
l990 Rev Glyn Pruce, STB, MA 
1991 Rev Andrew Hill, BA 
1992- Rev Leonard Smith, MA, PhD 
1993 Rev Denise Boyd 
1994 Rev Keith Gilley, BA, MA, BDQ 
1995 Rev Clifford Reed, BA 
1996 Rev Judith Walker-Riggs 
1997 Rev Dr John A Buehrens 
1998 Rev Dr David C Doel, MA, PhD 
1999 Rev Alec Finbow, BA 
2000 Rev Joy Croft, BA, MA, MTh 
2001 Rev Penny Johnson 
2002 Rev Bill Darlison 
2003 Rev John clifford, BA, MSc 
2004 Rev Ann Peart, BA, MA 
2005 Rev J Eric Jones, BA 

Yozounz People from Wales helpinz to take the 2005 Anniversary Service 



Affiliated Societies and GA & Essex Hall Staff Members 

The following societies are affiliated to the General Assembly: 

British League of Unitarian and other Liberal Christian Women (Women's League) 
Canadian Unitarian Council - Le Conseil Unitaire du Canada 
~ ' ~ ~ l i s e  liberale protestante de Bruxelles 
European Unitarian Universalists 
Foy Society 
National Unitarian Fellowship 
Provincial Assembly of Presbyterian and Unitarian Ministers and Congregations of 

Lancashire and Cheshire 
Unitarian and Free Christian Church Music Society 
Unitarian and Free Christian Peace Fellowship 
Unitarian Association of Lay Leaders 
Unitarian Christian Association 
Unitarian Historical Society 
Unitarian Holiday Conference 
Unitarian Lay Preachers' Association 
Unitarian Unitarian Society for Psychical Studies 
Unitarian Union of North East India 
Unitarian Women's Group 

GA & Essex Hall Staff 

The following were members of the GA Staff during the financial year: 

Rev Jane Barraclough 
John Crosskey 
Andrew Green 
Howard Hague 
Andrew Mason 
Karen Mallik 
Elizabeth Obe 
Matthew Smith 
Ingrid Tavkar 
Jeffrey Teagle 
Laura Wilson 

(from October 2005) 

(from January - June 2005) 
(from December 2004) 

(until December 2004) 

Laura Wilson 

The following were members of the Essex Hall Staff during the financial year: 

The Object of the Assembly 

From the Constitution of the General Assembly as amended 19 April 2001 and approved by the 
Charity Commission: 

Preamble 

We, the constituent congregations, affiliated societies and individual members, uniting in a spirit of mutual 
sympathy, co-operation, tolerance and respect; and recognising the worth and dignity of all people and their 
freedom to believe as their consciences dictate; and believing that truth is hest served where the mind and 
conscience are free, acknowledge that the Object of the Assembly is: 

Object 

To promote a free and inquiring religion through the worship of God and the celebration of life; the service 
of humanity and respect for all creation; and the upholding of the liberal Christian tradition. 

To this end, the Assembly may: 

Encourage and unite in fellowship bodies which uphold the religious liberty of their members, 
unconstrained by the imposition of creeds; 

Affirm the liberal religious heritage and learn from the spiritual, cultural and intellectual insights of all 
humanity; 

Act where necessary as the successor to the British and Foreign Unitarian Association and National 
Conference of Unitarian, Liberal Christian, Free Christian, Presbyterian and other Non-Subscribing or 

I Kindred Congregations, being faithful to the spirit of their work and principles (see appendix to the 
constitution), providing always that this shall in no way limit the complete doctrinal freedom of the 

I constituent churches and members of the Assembly; 

Do all other such lawful things as are incidental to the attainment of the above Object." 

In reference to second last clause of Object, the following is a statement of the Objects of the British 
and Foreign Unitarian Association, as set forth in Rule 2 of its Constitution: 

The diffusion and support of the principles of Unitarian Christianity, including the 
formation and assistance of Congregations which do not require for themselves or their 
Ministers subscription to any doctrinal articles of belief; the publication and circulation of 
biblical, theological, scientific and literary knowledge related to Unitarian Christianity; the 
doing of all such other lawful things as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of the 
above objects or any of them. 

The following is a statement of the Objects of the National Conference of Unitarian, Liberal 
Christian, Free Christian, Presbyterian and other Non-Subscribing or Kindred Congregations, as set 
forth in Rule 1 of its Constitution: 

To consult, and when considered advisable to take action, on matters affecting the well- 
being and interests of the Congregations and Societies on the Roll of the Conference, as by 
directing attention, suggesting plans, organising expressions of opinion, raising funds to 
carry out the foregoing objects. 

Isabella Clarke (Caretaker) 
Valerie Wright (Cleaner) 



Annual Meetings 2005 Abstract of Proceedings 

The seventy-seventh Annual Meetings of the 
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 
Christian Churches began on Tuesday 05 April 
2005 and ended on Friday 08 April 2005 and 
were held at the University College of Chester. 

The Opening Business Session began with the 
parade of banners, a welcome from the 
General Assembly President, Dawn. Devotions 
were conducted by the Reverend Donald 
Phillips. The following overseas visitors were 
welcomed: Dr Daryl Balia (International 
Association for Religious Freedom), the Rev 
Dr Nancy Crumbine (Unitarian Universalist 
Association), the Rev Petr Samojsky 
(Religious Society of Czech Unitarians), and 
the Rev (Unitarian Church of Transylvania). 
Standing Orders for the Conduct of the Annual 
Business Meetings were adopted and Christine 
Hayhurst, Miles Howarth and Alan Ruston 
were confirmed as the members of the 
Steering Committee. Dorothy Hewerdine 
delivered the keynote address on the theme 
"Managing Change Towards a Better Future". 

At the second business session the Annual 
Report was presented by the General Secretary 
and the Council report by the President. The 
Accounts for the year ended 30 September 
2004 were presented by the Honorary 
Treasurer, Michael Tomlin. The second 
business session also included the Council 
motion following through from Resolution 1 
of 2004 concerning the creation of the elected 
Executive Committee as the future trustee 
body for the General Assembly. Other reports 
for Commissions, committees and panels were 
presented at the remaining business sessions 
by a variety of appropriate spokespersons. 
Standing orders were suspended for business 
session 11% on Thursday 07 April to facilitate 
a full discussion on the remaining 
recommendations of the Task Force report. 
The professional Task Force consultant, Colin 
Fisher, gave feedback resulting from the 
denominational consultation that had taken 
place between November 2004 and March 
2005. The President requested an informal 
show of hands on each of the key points of 
recommendation. This provided a valuable 
feedback to Council, which will have the 
future task of framing a series of constitutional 
modifications to be put before a Special 
Meeting of the General Assembly, proposed 
for the autumn of 2005. The Amy Howarth 

Rose Bowl was not awarded due to a technical 
query. 

RESOLUTIONS 
The following resolutions were carried: 

1) FROM THE GA COUNCIL 
That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches resolves to amend its 
Constitution as follows: 

i) concerning the establishment of an 
elected Executive Committee: 

Add new rules 6 and 7 and renumber 
succeeding Rules accordingly. 

6 Executive Committee The Executive 
Committee shall comprise eight persons 
elected by a postal ballot and an Honorary 
Treasurer. The Honorary Treasurer will be a 
voting member of the Executive Committee. 
The Executive Committee elections will be 
held every three years and members shall serve 
a maximum of two successive elections, taking 
office at the start of the Annual Meetings 
following election. 
7 Elections An Electoral Panel will be 
responsible for conducting the election of the 
Executive Committee and will be accountable 
to the Annual Meetings on the basis that: 
a. Each member congregation or Fellowship 
will receive as many electoral votes as 
members paid for by the end of the financial 
year preceding election. 
b. A list shall be established nationally of 
electors who are not included in category a. 
..,l.̂ 
W l," 

i. are Full Members of the Assembly or 
ii. individually pay t? required 
membership contribution d~rectly to the 
Assembly by the end of the financial year 
preceding election. 

c. No elector shall vote more than once and 
the Electoral Panel shall be responsible for 
devising rules to prevent double voting by any 
elector. Elections shall be based on a method 
to be established by the Electoral Panel. 

ii) Concerning the removal of the Office of 
Honorary Deputy Treasurer: 

That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches resolves to remove 

the Office of Deputy Treasurer and therefore 
to alter its Constitution as follows: 

Amend the clause 6 of the Constitution dated 
19 April 2001(Honorary Officers) as follows: 
On line two add the word "and" in front of the 
words "a Treasurer" and delete the words "and 
a Deputy Treasurer". On line five remove the 
words "and Deputy Treasurer" that appear 
after the words "The Office of Treasurer". 

2) FROM THE UNITARIAN 
WOMENS' GROUP 
That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches, mindful of our 
traditional emphasis on the inherent worth and 
dignity of each individual, sponsors and 
supports the Make Poverty History campaign 
- calling for urgent and mindful policy change 
on three inextricably linked areas: trade, debt 
and aid - encourages all congregations, 
districts, fellowships, affiliated societies and 
individuals to: 
a) make known their voices through letters, 
emails, fundraising campaigns, education and 
action at local level. 
b) show their solidarity by wearing the white 
band - the campaign symbol -to help MAKE 
POVERTY HISTORY. 

3) FROM THE YORKSHIRE 
UNITARIAN UNION 
That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches congratulates Sir Tim 
Bemers- Lee on his award as the Greatest 
Briton 2004. 

4) FROM DUNHAM ROAD 
CHAPEL, ALTRINCHAM 
That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches recognising that some 
congregations are threatened by closure or are 
in serious difficulty due to financial hardship, 
urges those congregations and District 
Associations whose finances are in surplus to 
investigate ways of supporting those who are 
in difficulty by means of substantial donations 
to the Sustentation Fund or by other means of 
financial redistribution. 

PROCEDURAL MOTIONS 

1) That the Reverend Brian Cockroft be 
appointed President of the General 
Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches for the year 2005-2006 

2)  That this seventy-fifth General Assembly 
of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 
expresses its gratitude for the services 
provided by Dawn Buckle as President 
during the year 2004-2005. 

3) That David Dawson be appointed as Vice- 
President for the year 2005-2006. 

4) That the thanks of the Assembly be given 
to Michael J Tomlin for his services as 
Honorary Treasurer, to district association 
and local treasurers and collectors for their 
help. 

5) That Martin G West be appointed 
Honorary Treasurer for the year 2005- 
2006. 

6) That Messrs Edmund Gibbs & CO be 
reappointed as Auditors. 

7) That the Report of the General Assembly 
Council and the Accounts of the General 
Assembly be received and adopted. 

8) That greetings be sent to kindred churches 
and societies abroad. 

9) That the thanks of the Assembly be given 
to the Reverend J Eric Jones for 
preaching the Assembly Sermon. 

10) That the thanks of the Assembly be given 
to Alan Myerscough, organist for the 
Anniversary Service, and to local 
Unitarians who arranged other music for 
the Meetings. 

I l) ?hat the thanks of the Assembly be given 
to all the local Unitarians, especially from 
the sponsoring body, the Midland Union 
of Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches for their inestimable help in 
organising the Meetings. 

STIPEND SCALES 
The Assembly approved formally the adoption 
of the minimum Stipend Scales for Ministers 
and Lay Pastors for 2005-2006 as 
recommended by the General Assembly's 
Stipend Review Committee. 



Special Meeting 

Minutes of Special Meeting held at University 
College Chester 

commencing at 11:30 hours on 
Saturday l2  November 2005 

Purpose of the Meeting 

The sole purpose of the meeting was to consider 
the motion for Constitutional change contained in 
document AGM30105 appended hereto. This 
motion was the result of extensive consultation 
arising from the work of the Assembly's Task 
Force in 2003-4. 

The Meeting 

1. The meeting was chaired by the Assembly's 
President, the Rev Brian Cockroft. He 
commenced by welcoming those present 
(approximately 140 persons) and requested a 
show of voting cards to establish that the 
quorum of 60 voting delegates was present 
(12 1 were present). 

2. The Chairman proposed that the Steering 
Committee should be comprised of Miles 
Howarth, Roderick Ramage and Dr David 
Wykes. This was agreed nem con. 

3. The Chairman proposed that Standing Orders 
AGM4198 be adopted. This was agreed nem 
con. 

4. The Chairman proposed the motion contained 
in document AGM30105. 

5. The motion was seconded by Dawn Buckle, 
the immediate preceding General Assembly 
President (2004-5), who put the substantive 
case to the meeting. 

6. The ensuing debate resulted in one 
amendment, the deletion of "from the 
unelected candidates for the Executive 
Committee,". This was proposed by the Rev 
Ann Peart and seconded by Hilda Handoll 
(National Unitarian Fellowship). The 
amendment was passed by 74 votes to 41. 

7. When he sensed that the debate had reached a 
satisfactory conclusion, the Chairman put the 
amended motion to the vote. This was carried 
by 116 votes to 4. 

8. The Chairman closed the meeting, having 
thanked all present, at 12.55 hours. 

The agreed Resolution was as follows: 

THAT the Constitution of the General Assembly 
of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches be 
amended as follows: 

1 In Rule 3 by deleting "Honorary Officers 
and a Council" and substituting therefor 
"the Executive Committee". 

2 In Rule 4 by deleting in (a) iii "Assembly 
Council" and substituting therefor 
"Executive Committee"; in (b) deleting 
"General Assembly Council" and 
substituting therefor "Executive 
Committee"; and by substituting 
"Executive Committee" for "Council" in 
the last paragraph. 

3 In Rule 5 by substituting "Executive 
Committee" for "Council" throughout and 
by deleting the word "standing" before the 
word "committee". 

4 In Rule 6 by deleting the letter "S" at the 
end of "Meetings". 

5 In Rule 7 (a) by substituting 
"Congregation" for "congregation". 

6 In Rule 8 by deleting the words "who 
shall be ex officio members of the 
Council" in the first sentence. 

7 In Rule 9 by deleting "General Secretary" 
and "Council" and substituting therefor 
"Executive Committee" in each case. 

8 In Rule 10 by deleting "General 
Secretary" "Council" and "Secretary" 
wherever appearing and substituting 
"Executive Committee" in each case; and 
by substituting "Congregations" and 
"Fellowships" or "Congregation" and 
"Fellowship" for "congregations" and 
"fellowships" or "congregation" and 
"fellowship" as the case may be. 

9 By deleting Rules 11 and 12. 

10 In Rule 13 by deleting "Council" and 
substituting therefor "Executive 
Committee"; by deleting "three" and 
substituting "five" in the first sentence; by 
deleting the whole of the second sentence 
and substituting therefor "The quorum for 

any meeting of the Executive Committee 15 
shall be six;" and by renumbering the 
Rule as 11. 

11 In Rule 14 by substituting "Executive 
Committee" for "Council" throughout; by 
deleting "Standing Committees and all the 
paid staff' in the first sentence and 
substituting therefor "any and all other 
committees, a chief executive officer and 
all other paid staff'; by substituting l6 
"Assembly" for "Treasurer"; and by 
renumbering the Rule as 12. 

12 In Rule 15 by deleting the existing 
text; replacing it by " In the event of any 
casual vacancy occurring among the 
Honorary Officers, the Executive 
Committee shall have power to appoint a 
successor to serve until the next Annual 
Meeting of the Assembly. In the event of 
any casual vacancy occurring among the 
membership of the Executive Committee, 
the remainder of the membership shall 
have the power to fill such vacancy by 
appointment to serve until the next 
election of the Executive Committee." and 
by renumbering the Rule as 13. 

13 In Rule 16 by deleting the word 
"General" wherever appearing; by 
inserting"Executive Committee or" before 
"appropriate committee" in the third 
paragraph; by inserting "Executive 
Committee or other" before "Committee" 
in the fourth paragraph; by substituting 
'kstees" for "the Trustees" in the third 
paragraph, by substituting "Executive 
Committee" for "Council" throughout, by 
deleting the fifth paragraph and 
substituting therefor "The Executive 
Committee and any other Committee 
appointed by it shall not be responsible 
for any loss upon any authorised 
investments;" by substituting "trustees" 
for "Trustees" and "trustee" for "Trustee" 
wherever appearing; and by renumbering 
the Rule as 14. 

13 By renumbering Rule 17 as 15. 

14 In Rule 18 by substituting "Executive 
Committee" for "Council" and by 
renumbering the Rule as 16. 

In Rule 19 by amending the heading to 
"Alteration of this Constitution"; by 
deleting "these Rules" and substituting 
therefor "this Constitution" in the first 
paragraph; by substituting "Executive 
Committee" for "Council" in the second 
paragraph; by adding the words "of this 
Constitution" at the end, and renumbering 
the Rule as 17. 

In the Appendix by deleting "clause" and 
substituting "Rule"; by deleting "the 
foregoing" and substituting "this 
Constitution"; and by substituting "its" for 
"the" before "Constitution" at the end. 



Commission & Panel Reports Report of Council 

1. Meetings 
Council met three times during the year, each time 
at Unitarian Headquarters, Essex Hall. 

2. President 
The Rev Brim Cockroft became President at the 
Annual Meetings at the University College of 
Chester on 08 April 2005. 

3. Nominations 
The Council is pleased to nominate David 
Dawson as President for 200612007, the Rev Celia 
Midgley as Vice-President and Martin West as 
Honorary Treasurer. The post of Deputy 
Honorary Treasurer will no longer exist. 

4. GA Resolutions 
The Council, its departmental committees and 
officers have dealt appropriately with the 
resolutions passed at the GA Annual Meetings. 
Where appropriate, letters ' were sent to 
government bodies and others. 

Of particular note were the actions necessary to 
follow through with , the leadership and 
governance reforms resulting from the 
recommendations of the Task Force, which had 
issued its report in July 2004. 

During the winter of 2004-05 the 
Denominational Consultation Group had staged 
a series of regional seminars, open to all church 
members. Led by the Task Force Consultant, 
Colin Fisher, this body explained the contents of 
the Task Force report and listened to the resultant 
feedback. In parallel, the Constitutional 
Working Party drafted the motion to enact 
Resolution 3 of our 2004 Annual Meetings, which 
requested "that this General Assembly instructs 
Council to prepare such motions and 
constitutional amendments as required to 
implement the Task Force Proposalfor an elected 
Executive Committee and submit these to the 
Annual Meetings 2005 for acceptance or rejection 
under the ordinary rules and voting majorities 
that apply under the Constitution and By-Laws of 
the General Assembly". The Working Party took 
care to include the Charity Commission within its 
consultation. Council's efforts were fully 
rewarded by the fact that the two-thirds majority, 
necessary for a constitutional change, was 
exceeded. 

In addition to framing the motion to create an 
elected Executive Committee, Council arranged to 
hold a further consultation within the 2005 
Annual Meetings agenda to enable open debate 
about the further recommendations of the Task 

Force report. Once again, Colin Fisher was 
employed to facilitate this consultative debate, the 
scope of which encompassed a) the future of 
Council, b) the manner of election or appointment 
of a future chief executive officer (by whatever 
title) and c) the role of the future Presidents and 
Vice Presidents. This debate gave Council 
valuable feedback, especially because Annual 
Meetings attendees had been able to indicate their 
preferences on each of these subjects. 

Follo.wing the Annual Meetings, Council decided 
to resolve the remaining constitutional 
amendments at a Special Meeting of the General 
Assembly. This was arranged to take place at the 
University College of Chester on Saturday 12 
November 2005. Following a postal consultation 
of our membership, in which strong support for 
the proposed reforms was expressed, Council 
commissioned the Constitutional Working Party 
to draft the motion for the Special Meeting. The 
minutes of the Special Meeting are contained 
elsewhere in this Annual Report. 

In compliance with the Resolution 1 of 2005, 
Council appointed an Electoral Panel, consisting 
of Christine Hayhurst, Michael Tomlin, Valerie 
Walker and the Rev Christopher Wilson. This 
Panel then set about the task of arranging the 
election for the Executive Committee. The Panel 
engaged the Electoral Reform Services to handle 
the nomination and voting work. 

5. Commissions and Panels 
Council members received the minutes of the five 
Commissions (Administration, Denominational 
Support, Education & Training, Minisby and 
Outreach & Communication) and summary 
reports of panel activities. The Commissions drew 
Council's attention to any recommendation that 
required a Council decision. In view of the energy 
and level of resources that were necessary to 
accomplish the leadership and governance 
reforms, it was decided to extend the triennial 
period for elections to Commissions and panels by 
an extra year, to April 2007. The manner in which 
Commissions and Panels serve the movement is 
reported in the ensuing pages of this Annual 
Report. Council thanks all of those who served on 
its Commissions and panels during the year. 
Without the high commitment of such volunteers, 
these bodies could not function. 

6. General 
Council received reports from District 
associations, affiliated societies and of 
international activities. 

ADMINISTFUTION 
COMMISSION 

Chair: Jennifer Atkinson 

Secretary: Jeffrey Teagle 

Minutes Secretary: Andrew Mason 

Members: Jennifer Atkinson, Dawn Buckle, 
Rev Brian Cockroft, David Dawson (from April 
2005), Rev Steve Dick, Robert Fincham, Rev 
Austin Fitzpatrick (until April 2005), Mike 
Tomlin (until April 2005), Martin West 

The Commission's mission statement is: 
To provide the General Assembly of Unitarian 
and Fwe Christian Churches with effective 
administration and to foster trust through good 
communication. 

During 2005, the Commission met in January, 
March, May, and October. The January and 
October meetings were residential and held at 
the Nightingale Centre. The March meeting was 
a special meeting with the members of the 
Denominational Consultation Group. Any 
matters requiring prompt decision were 
progressed by email networking. 

Leadership and Governance Reforms: 
Council required the Administration 
Commission to undertake the practical steps to 
carry forward the activities arising from the Task 
Force recommendations. As reported last year, 
this involved establishing the Constitutional 
Working Party (Dawn Buckle, the Rev John 
Clifford, the Rev Steve Dick and Jeffrey Teagle) 
and the Denominational Consultation Group 
(involving Colin Fisher, several former Task 
Force Members and Jeffrey Teagle). 

The Commission met with members of the 
Denominational Consultation Group to facilitate 
the orderly progress of the motion and further 
recommendations by planning adequate time for 
debate and consultation within the Annual 
Meetings agenda. 

Following the Annual Meetings it ensured that a) 
the amended Constitution was approved by the 
Charity Commission; b) the Electoral Panel was 
established: c) a final collsultation was 
undertaken on the further recommendations; d) 
legal advice was taken in respect of the motion 
to go before the Special Meeting; e) the Special 

Meeting arrangements were made; f) the 
arrangements were made to create the electoral 
register; g) the revised Constitution arising from 
the Special Meeting was approved by the Charity 
Commission; and h) consideration was given to 
the induction training of the future Executive 
Committee. 

President and Vice-President: 
Each meeting received reports of denominational 
visits by the President and Vive-President. This 
enabled the Commission to be aware of current 
views from congregations and districts. 

GA Finances: 
Michael Tomlin came to the end of his seven- 
year term of office and Martin West was 
appointed as his successor by the Annual 
Meeting. Members of the Commission played an 
active part in encouraging Martin to accept 
office. 

The tight financial control, necessitated by the 
downturn of our income from Essex Hall Trust, 
was maintained. Quite apart from funding the 
Task Force, the Bowland Charitable Trust made 
a special grant of f30K to partially offset the 
decrease of the Essex Hall grant and also a 
E7.5K grant to enable the progress of Unitarian 
Future Vision. 

The respective Treasurers kept the Commission 
informed of investment performance, the 
progress of the Funding Development Panel, and 
current income aria expenditure. Karen Mallik's 
role as Accountant was developed and the 
Finance Officer reports to her. Martin West and 
Karen Mallik embarked upon a detailed review 
of the accounts structure. 

The Bowland Charitable Trust advised the 
General Assembly of an outstanding offer to 
make grants to match live-giving up to a limit of 
£250K per annum. This was linked to the 
process of leadership and governance reform. 
The Commission made the Funding 
Development Panel aware the offer and this 
resulted in the launch of the Unitarian 
Community Appeal. 

Unitarian Headquarters: 
At each meeting the General Secretary accounted 
to the Commission for the operation of the GA 
Headquarters and his own work programme. 

When Matthew Smith left at the end of 2004, 
there were no responses to the advertisements for 
his replacement. Howard Hague joined the staff 



in a part-time capacity and covered essential now retired from office. Several British 
aspects of Matthew's former role. Andrew Green Unitarians attended the Montserrat meetings. 
joined as Youth Officer in January 2005, but left 

The General Assembly continued its in June. The Rev John Harley was recruited to 
melnbership of the IARF and many individual replace him on a revised job specification and on 
Unitarians supported the IARF British Chapter. a basis' The Rev Jane Barraclough was 
peter Sampson and the Rev Geoffrey Usher plan recruited in October 2005 on a part-time basis to 
to participate in the IARF Congress to be held in cover further aspects of the work previously 

undertaken by Matthew Smith. Unfortunatelv. Taiwan in April 2006. 
, , 

Ingrid ~ a v k a r  suffered a serious medical Unitarian Millennium Fund: 
condition during the second half of the year, but The Commission authorised a grant of £6,000 to 
was able to attend work on a  art-time basis. enable nine voung adults to attend the UUA 

OPUS conference. The Commission was 
From September December the staff pleased to receive positive feedback and to note 
undertook the project of establishing the that fnembers of this group have initiated the 
electoral register at the request of the Electoral British and Irish Unitarian Young Adult 
Panel. This involved approximately 1000 hours 

Network. of staff and volunteer time. Elizabeth Obe The Commission received the report of the 2004 
returned from her honeymoon full ~ i ~ t r i ~ t  connec.ions meeting and agreed that the 
time. Kierstin Homblette, a young American unspent balance could be carried fonvard to 
adult had e m ~ l o ~ m e n t  at enable a follow-up meeting in June 2006. 
the UUA Headquarters, joined us as a volunteer Child Protection: 
during September. The electoral register project The Rev Sarah Tinker continued as the 
was overseen by John Crosskey, to whom great denomination's Child Protection Officer. 
thanks are due. Council has requested that the Commission takes 
Organising the Annuak Meetings: 
At the recommendation of the Commission, the 
Annual Meetings Panel was created to plan 
hrther ahead. Details of its activities are 
contained in their report. The Commission 
thanks Andrew Mason for his considerable work 
in connection with the Annual Meetings. The 
Commission remains responsible for the 
organisation of the Annual Meetings, but 
welcomes the new ideas and initiatives flowing 
from the new Panel. 
International: 
Dawn Buckle attended the UUA General 
Assembly in Fort Worth as a personal visit, but 
was able to represent us while she was there. 
Barbara Smith of Trowhridge Unitarians 
returned to the Khasi Hills to undertake firther 
work in primary education with the Unitarian 
Union of North East India. 

The President and General Secretary attended the 
start of the Tenth Anniversary meetings of the 
ICUU at Montserrat in Spain. This included a 
preview meeting which examined the purposes 
and relevance of the ICUU to its sponsoring 
bodies. Our main representation at these 
meetings came from our delegates, Christine 
Hayhurst and the Rev Cliff Reed. Christine was 
deeply involved in the organisation of the 
meetings as an ICUU EC member. Both 
Christine and Cliff have made distinguished 
contributions to the progress of ICUU and have 

responsibility for  the progress of Criminal 
Record Bureau checking procedures for ministry. 
The General Secretary met with Sarah to review 
progress. They plan to undertake further 
consultation in 2006. 
Unitarian Future Vision: 
The Commission undertook a study of Risk 
Assessment at the March residential meeting 
with material obtained by the Rev Steve Dick. 
Risk Assessment is a hndamental step to 
underpin organisational planning. Using the 
methodology from this session, the Commission 
subsequently undertook a succession-planning 
task to prepare a portfolio to pass on to the future 
Executive Committee. They also commenced the 
planning of an induction meeting for the 
Executive Committee. 
The Future: 
When the Executive Committee commences its 
duties in April 2006, it will replace the 
Administration Commission. 

The Annual Meetings Panel was formed 
following the 2005 Annual Meeting. Its remit is 
to: 

Co-ordinate the continued development of 
the annual meetings e.g. presentation of 
meetings, style, programme, and balance; 
Make the best use of resources e.g. funding, 
staff and volunteer time; 
Encourage more congregations and 
fellowships to send delegates; and 
Identify a southern venue. 

The Panel met three times from May - 

September 2005. It proposed in its September 
report to the Administration Commission that: 

The welcome ceremony on the first evening 
should not include any business; 
Morning business sessions should be thirty 
minutes shorter; 
Society AGMs should be separate from 
afternoon sessions; 
There should be a greater focus on worship 
e.g. there will be a worship event on the 
second evening in 2006; 
Young adults will have their own pre- 
conference meeting and then volunteer their 
services on the first full-day of the 
conference; 
Display stands should have a unified look 
and therefore groups will be offered a 
printed roll-out scroll as a backdrop to their 
stand; 
The Inquirer be used more to encourage 
greater participation in both planning and 
attending the Meetings. 

FUNDING DEVELOPMENT PANEL 

Chair: Neville Kenyon 

Members: Gordon Lowthian, Neville Kenyon, 
Jacquie Potts, Louise Rogers, Rosemary Ruston, 
Martin West, Rev Bob Wightman 

ANNUAL MEETINGS PANEL 

Chair: Louise Rogers 

Secretary: Sarah Atkinson 

Members: Sarah Atkinson, Rob Fincham, 
Neville Kenyon, Andrew Mason (ex officio), 
Louise Rogers, Rev David Usher 

The panel has met five times during the year. 
The strategy of the panel was modified in the 
light of the generous offer by the Bowland 
Charitable Trust to match live giving, from all 
sources including Associate Membership and 
legacies plus Gift Aid contributions, to a total of 
6250,000 per annum over a period of 20 years. 

The panel is urging every Unitarian group and 
individual to give generously to the General 
Assembly to enable the development of 
Ministry, Youth, Outreach, Publicity and the 
many priorities that we need to address if our 
community is to grow nationally. 

Associate Membership 
The benefits of increasing the number of 
Associate Members of the GA are acknowledged 
to have more than mere funding implications. 
However, as there is an important income stream 
from this source, it was agreed that this panel 
would embrace the Associate Membership 
"department" with effect from the 2005 Annual 
Meetings. We are pleased that Rosemary Ruston 
joined the panel via this route and her 
contributions to our discussions have been 
significant. A new Associate Membership leaflet 
has been produced for wide circulation. Its 
objective is to attract more from our community 
to join this worthwhile group for those who wish 
to acknowledge their affiliation to the national 
Unitarian movement. 

community Appeal Fund 
The panel launched the GA Community Appeal 
Fund 05 in time for General Assembly Sunday 
(16'~ October 2005). Unitarian groups were 
encouraged to make the whole weekend a 
celebration of the GA with fund raising events 
on the Saturday and a special collection on the 
Sunday. This appeal would run up to and include 
the Anniversary Service at the GA Meetings in 
Chester 2006 where the collection would 
constitute a resounding finale. The GA 
Community Appeal 06 will be launched in time 
for GA Weekend in October 2006. 

The panel produced posters and leaflets to 
promote the appeal. Those who donated in 
excess of E30 to the Community Appeal will be 
invited to become Associate Members - if they 
are not existing subscribers. 

Legacies 
The panel is developing a new leaflet designed to 
encourage more members and friends of our 
community to leave a gift in their wills to benefit 
future generations of Unitarians. Legacies can be 
Pecuniary - specifying fixed sums, Residuary - 
bequeathing shares of the estate or Specific - 
usually particular items of property. 

Please contribute generously, in any way you 
can, to help our community to grow! 




















































