
of Unitarian arnd Free 
Christian Churches 

Annual Report 2006 



The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

Registered Charity, No. 250788 

The seventy-eighth 

Annual Report 

Submitted at the Annual Meeting 
of the Assembly 2007 

Unitarian Headquarters 

Essex Hall, 1-6 Essex St, Strand, London WC2R 3HY 

Telephone: (020) 7240 2384 Fax: (020) 7240 3089 

Web: www.unitarian.org.uk 

Email: 
for Information: ga@mitarian.0rg.uk 
for Youth: E0be@unitarian.0rg.uk 
for Finance: JCrosskey@unitarian.org.uk 



Credits: Photos supplied by: 

John Hewerdine 
Pages: 4,7,8,12,28 

Andrew Mason / Neville Kenyon 
Page l 3  

Cover: The University of Hertfordshire 

Table of Contents 
Page 

Title page 1 

Photo credit page 2 

Table of Contents 3 

President's message and photo 4 

Trustees Page 5 

GA Officers and Honorary Members 6 

Anniversary Service Preachers 7 

Affiliated Societies and GA & Essex Hall Staff 8 

Object 9 

Abstract of Proceedings of last Annual Meetings 10 

Report of the Executive Committee 13 
. ....... Annual Meetings Panel 14 
. . ...... Funding Development Panel 15 
........ BriefFinancial Reports ofActual Income & Expenditure against Budget 16 
........ Financial Summary of 2006 Annual Meetings 19 

Report of Commissions & their Panels 
- Denominational Support Commission 20 

........ Hymnbook Working Group 2 1 

........ Worship Panel 21 

........ Youth Panel 22 
- Education & Training Commission 23 
- Ministry Commission 27 

........ Interview Panel 28 
- Outreach & Communication Commission 29 

... ..... Ecumenical Relations Panel 3 0 

........ Information Panel 30 

........ Interfaith Panel 3 1 

....... . Penal ASfairs Panel 3 2 

........ Publications Panel 32 

........ Social Responsibility Panel 3 3 
- Other Standing Bodies 

. . . . . . . . Nightingale Centre Management Committee 34 

........ Sustentation Fund 3 5 

........ Welsh Department (Y Gjfadran Undodaidd) 36 

Associate Members 3 7 

Congregational Contributions 3 9 

Contributions from District Associations and Other Societies 4 1 

GA Accounts 42 

Nightingale Centre accounts 5 5 

Sustentation Fund accounts 64 



David Dawson 

President of the General Assembly 2006-2007 

1 became President of the General Assembly just as the constitutional changes passed at the 
Extraordinary General Meeting of November 2005 were put into effect. As Vice President, I 
attended the last meeting of Council at Essex Church in February 2006 and then witnessed the first 
meeting of the Executive Committee, just after the close of the Annual Meetings on 23 April 2006. 

The constitutional changes have considerably m~dified the role of President. Previous Presidents 
ha\e been obliged to chair Council and Administration Co~nmission meetings. Neither of these 
exists any ,more. Although the President is occasionally invited to attend the Executive Committee 
and also furnishes it with regular reports, the main duty is to be an ambassador of the General 
Assembly by visiting far and wide. This I have done with great pleasure and interest. Sometimes 
acconipanied by my wife Christine, I have been able to attend district and congregational functions 
throughout the country. Christine and I also attended the UUA General Assembly on a personal 
visit and particularly appreciated our contacts with fellow musicians. 

During the year I continued my membership of the Ministly Commission and, within this, my 
involvement in the revision of "Guidelines for Partnership between Congrepations and Ministers". 

The General Assembly is now emerging from a period of rationalisation and constraint into a more 
positive and confident era. Thanks to the new structure and the extra funding from the Bowland 
('haritable Trust, your national body will be able to concentrate upon the many challenges that face 
our districts and congregations. A new Chief Executive, the Rev Steve Dick, will soon commence 
his duties. Fresh people will join the Commissions and Panels that deliver services to you, our 
members 

My Presidential year will end with the duty to chair the Annual Meetings at Hatfield. The Annual 
Meetings remains as the supreme body of the General Assembly and the Executive Committee will 
account for its actions and its progress to that body. This will be the opportunity for delegates to 
raise questions to their elected Executive Committee members and to express their views. I look 
forward to meeting many of you at Hatfield. 

General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

Essex Hall, 1-6 Essex Street, LONDON, WC2R 3HY 
Telephone: (020) 7240 2384 Fax: (020) 7240 3089 

General Secretary: Jeffiev J Teagle 

The Trustees of the General Assembly are the Members o f  the GA Executive Committee, which 
comprises the Honorary Treasurer, and eight elected Members (Members may be  co-opted to fill 
vacancies occuring during a triennial) as listed below. 

GA Executive Committee (Appointed April 2005) 

Honorary Treasurer: Martin West 

Elected Members: 

Co-opted Member: 

Jennifer Atkinson 
Dawn Buckle 
Rev Steve Dick (until November 2006) 
Dorothy Hewerdine 
Neville Kenyon 
Rev Dr Ann Peart 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
Rev R Wightman 

Lis Dyson Jones (from December 2006) 

Other Appointments: 
Solicitor: Charles Russell LLP 
Auditors: Messrs Edmund Gibbs & CO 
Custodian Trustee: The British and Foreign Unitarian Association (Incorporated) 



General Assembly Officers and Honorary Members 

Secretaries 
1928 Rev S H Mellone, MA, DSc 
1928 Rev R Travers Herford, BA, DD 
1929-49 Rev Mortimer Rowe, BA, DD 
1949-69 Rev John Kielty, LD, DD 
1969-79 Rev Brian L Golland, MA 
1979-94 Roy W Smith, DHL 
1994- Jeffrey J Teagle 

Treasurers 
1928-39 Lieut-Col S Chatfield-Clarke, DL 
1939-59 Mr Ronald P Jones, MA, FRIBA 
1959-70 Sir C Herbert Pollard, CBE, FCA 
1970-71 Mr Albert Forrester, FCA 
1971-79 Mr Arnold Graves, FCA, FCIS 
1979-98 Mr Geofffrey Head, BA 
1998-05 Mr Michael Tomlin 
2005- Mr Martin West 

Deputy Treasurers 
1996-98 Mr Michael Tomlin 

Presidents 
1929 Rev C J Street, MA, LLB (B&FUA) 
1929 Rev Henry Gow, BA, BD (Nat Conf) 
1929-3 1 Mrs Sydney Martineau 
193 1-32 Mr J Harrop White, JP 
1932-34 Rev Alfred Hall, MA, DD 
1934-35 Mr Ronald P Jones, MA, FRIBA 
1935-36 Mr George G Armstrong 
1936-37 Rev H McLachlan, MA, DD, LittD 
1937-38 Mr N Bishop Harman, MA, LLD 
1938-39 Rev R F Rattray, MA, PhD 
1939-40 Mr J T Bibby 
1940-41 Rev E Rosalind Lee, MA 
1941-42 Mr P M Oliver, CBE, BA 
1942-43 Rev H J Rossington, MA, BD 
1943-44 Mr R H Mottram, JP, FRSL 
1944-45 Mr Alfred Pilling, OBE, JP 
1945-46 Rev Raymond V Holt, MA, BLitt 
1946-47 Mr Harold Baily, MBE 
1947-48 Rev Lawrence Redfern, MA, BD 
1948-49 Prof FJM Stratton, LLD, FRS 
1949-50 Rev Fred Cottier 
1950-5 1 Mr Harold B Moore 
195 1-52 Rev G Randall Jones, MA, BSc, BD 
1952-53 Miss Dorothy Tarrant, MA, PhD 
1953-54 Rev Herbert Crabtree 
1954-55 Mr Stanley R Butler, ACA 
1955-56 Rev Frank A Bullock 
1956-57 hlr C Hcrbert Pollard, CBE, F S U  
1957-58 Rev James Percival Chalk 
1958-59 Rt Hon J Chuter Ede, CH, JP, DL, MP 
1959-60 Rev Arthur W Vallancel BA 
1960-61 Mr Arthur L Blake, OBE 

196 1-62 Rev J Hany Smith 
1962-63 Mr Kenneth M Street, MM 
1963-64 Rev M7alter M Long 
1964-65 Mr Stanley J Kennett, BSc, PhD 
1965-66 Rev E Shirvell Price, MA 
1966-67 Mr T H Hollingsworth 
1967-68 Rev Fred Kenworthy, MA, BD 
1968-69 Mrs Amy Howarth, MA 
1969-70 Rev C Gordon Bolam, MA, BD 
1970-71 Mr Arnold Graves, FCA, FCIS 
1971-72 Rev H John McLachlan, MA, BD, DPhil 
1972-73 Mr M Hurnphreys Winder, BA 
1973-74 Rev D Jacob Davies, BA 
1974-75 Mrs Gwyneth J M Thornas, BSc 
1975-76 Rev Evan David Davies 
1976-77 Mr George Morrison, MA 
1977-78 Rev Dr Peter B Godfrey, BA, DD 
1978-79 Mr Geoffrev Head. BA 
1979-80 Rev A ~ i l t o n  ~ir t lks,  JP, BA 
1980-81 Dr June Bell, MA, MB, BS, PhD 
1981-82 Rev Eric Wild, BA 
1982-83 Mrs Eleanor Dixon 
1983-84 Rev Arthur J Long, MA 
1984-85 Mrs Helen M Nicholson, MBE 
1985-86 Rev Sydney H Knight 
1986-87 Mrs Sheila Crosskey, MB, ChB 
1987-88 Rev Derek Smith 
1988-89 Mr Robert HE Inkson, BSc, FSS, FIS 
1989-90 Rev J Eric Jones, BA 
1990-91 Mrs Eila Forrester, BA 
1991-92 Rev Peter Hewis, BA 
1992-93 Mrs Celia Ken 
1993-94 Rev Jarnes McClelland, MA 
1994-95 Mr Michael Tomlin 
1995-96 Rev Anne McClelland, BA 
1996-97 Dr Jane Williams, MB, BCh, BA0 
1997-98 Rev Clifford Reed, BA 
1998-99 Dr Beverley Littlepage, MSc,MRCOG, FFPHMI 
1999-00 Rev Keith Gilley, BA, MA 
2000-01 Mrs Judith Crompton, JP 
2001 -02 Rev John Midgley, BA, BD, MA, MEd 
2002-03 Mr Man Ruston, BSc 
2003-04 Rev Austin Fitzpatrick 
2004-05 Mrs Dawn Buckle 
2005-06 Rev Brian Cockroft 
2006-07 Mr David Dawson 

Honorary Members 
Rev H John McLachlan, MA, BD, DPhil 
(Deceased 2810 1/07) 

Dr June Bell, MA, MB, BS, PhD 
Mr Geoffrey Head, BA 
Rev Dr Peter Godfrey, BA, DD 
Rev Dr Arthur J Long, MA (Deceased 09/12/06) 

Anniversary Service Preachers 

1929 Rev Alfred Hall, MA, DD 
1930 Rev H J Rossington, MA, BD 
1931 Rev Herbert McLachlan, MA, DD, LittD 
1932 Rev Herbert Bames 
1933 Rev John C Ballantyne, MA 
1934 Rev Charles M Wright, MA 
1935 Rev Lawrence Clare 
1936 Rev Arthur S Hum, MA, DLitt 
1937 Rev Sidney Spencer, BA 
1938 Rev Raymond V Holt, MA, BLitt 
1939 Rev Arthur H Lewis 
1940 Rev W E Williams, BA 
194 1 Rev Fred R Cottier 
1942 Rev Rev Leslie Belton, MA, MSc 
1943 Rev E George Lee 
1944 Rev Stanley Mossop 
1945 Rev Reginald W Wilde, MA,. MSc, PhD 
1946 Rev Wallace B Travener 
1947 Rev Frank A Bullock 
1948 Rev Frederick May Elliot, MA, DD LLD 
1949 Rev G Randall Jones, MA, MSc, BD 
1950 Rev Mortimer Rowe, BA, DD 
195 1 Rev Lawrence Redfem, MA, BD 
1952 Rev H G Woodford 
1953 Rev Arthur L Agnew, OBE, BA, DD 
1954 Rev Sydney P Whitehouse, MA, BLitt 
1955 Rev H Stewart Carter, MA 
1956 Rev Basil Viney 
1957 Rev Arthur W Valiance, BA 
1958 Rev W J Carter, MA 
1959 Rev Wilfred Waddington, BA, BD 
1960 Rev Dana L McGreeley, DD 
1961 Rev Phillip N Tindall, BA, BD PhD 
1962 Rev C Gordon Bolam, MA, BD 
1963 Rev A Margaret Ban, MA 
1964 Rev Fred Kenworthy, MA, DD 
1965 Rev D Jacob Davies, BA 
1966 Rev John Radcliffe, BA 
1967 Rev Charles Bartlett, BA 

1968 Rev Brian L Golland, MA 
1969 Rev John Kielty, LLD, DD 
1970 Rev Hany Lismer Short, MA 
1971 Rev Eric S Price, MA 
1972 Rev Robert N West, BA, BD, DD 
1973 Rev Lancelot A Garrard, MA,. BD, LLD 
1974 Rev E Basil Short, BSc 
1975 Rev A Hamilton Birtles, BA 
1976 Rev Fred M Ryde, MA 
1977 Rev Dudley E Richards, MA, BD 
1978 Rev Ame McClelland, BA 
1979 Rev Enc Wild, BA and Eileen Kielty, BA 
1980 Rev A Ben Downing, MA, BD 
198 1 Rev Gabor Kereki 
1982 Rev Arthur J Long, MA 
1983 Rev Bmce Findlow, BA 
1984 Rev 0 Eugene Pickett, BA, BD, DD 
1985 Rev D Elwyn J Davies, MA, BD, PhD 
1986 Rev Peter B Godfrey, BA 
1987 Rt Rev William McMillan, MA 
1988 Rev William F Schulz, MA, DMin, DD 
1989 Rev Frank Walker, BA 
1990 Rev Glyn Pmce, STB, MA 
1991 Rev Andrew Hill, BA 
1992 Rev Leonard Smith, MA, PhD 
1993 Rev Denise Boyd 
1994 Rev Keith Gilley, BA, MA, BDQ 
1995 Rev Clifford Reed, BA 
1996 Rev Judith Walker-Riggs 
1997 Rev Dr John A Buehrens 
1998 Rev Dr David C Doel, MA, PhD 
1999 Rev Alec Finbow, BA 
2000 Rev Joy Croft, BA, MA, MTh 
2001 Rev Penny Johnson 
2002 Rev Bill Darlison 
2003 Rev John Clifford, BA, MSc 
2004 Rev Dr Ann Peart, BA, MA, PhD 
2005 Rev J Eric Jones, BA 
2006 Rev Peter Hewis, MA 

F.M, Minrs1r1-.vjoinr,~g ihe CA Ruil ni  ihe Annrversu,y Ser-vice 



Affiliated Societies and GA & Essex Hall Staff Members 

The following societies are affiliated to the General Assembly: 

British League of Unitarian and other Liberal Christian Women (Women's League) 
Canadian Unitarian Council - Le Conseil Unitaire du Canada 
~ ' ~ ~ l i s e  libkrale protestante de Bruxelles 
European Unitarian Universalists 
Foy Society 
National Unitarian Fellowship 
Provincial Assembly of  Presbyterian and Unitarian Ministers and Congregations of 

Lancashire and Cheshire 
Unitarian and Free Christian Music Society 
Unitarian and Free Christian Peace Fellowship 
Unitarian Association of Lay Leaders 
Unitarian Christian Association 
Unitarian Historical Society 
Unitarian Holiday Conference 
Unitarian Lay Preachers' Association 
Unitarian Unitarian Society for Psychical Studies 
Unitarian Union of North East India 
Unitarian Women's Group 

GA & Essex Hall Staff 

The following were members of the GA Staff during the financial year: 

Rev Jane Rarraclough 
John Crosskey 
Howard Hague 
Rev John Harley (from October 2005) 
Andreu Mason 
Karen hfallik (until July 2006) 
Elizabeth Ohe 
Ingrid 'ravkar (until April 2006) 
Jeffrey Teagle 
Laura N'ilson (until Sept 2006) 

The following were members of the Essex Hall Staff RPV J O ~ I ~  Ha1 /@.b. ilic new CA 

during the financial year: Youih Cou~dmator 

Isabclla Clarke (Caretaker) 
Valerie Wright (Cleaner) 

The Object of the Assembly 

From the Constitution of the General Assembly as amended 19 April 2001 and approved by the 
Charity Commission: 

Preamble 

We, the constituent congregations, affiliated societies and individual members, uniting in a spirit of mutual 
sympathy, co-operation, tolerance and respect; and recognising the worth and dignity of all people and their 
freedom to believe as their consciences dictate; and believing that truth is best served where the mind and 
conscience are free, acknowledge that the Object of the Assembly is: 

Object 

To promote a free and inquiring religion through the worship of God and the celebration of life; the service 
of humanity and respect for all creation; and the upholding of the liberal Christian tradition. 

To this end, the Assembly may: 

Encourage and unite in fellowship bodies which uphold the religious liberty of their members, 
unconstrained by the imposition of creeds; 

Affirm the liberal religious heritage and learn from the spiritual, cultural and intellectual insights of all 
humanity; 

Act where necessary as the successor to the British and Foreign Unitarian Association and National 
Conference of Unitarian, Liberal Christian, Free Christian, Presbyterian and other Non-Subscribing or 
Kindred Congregations, being faithful to the spirit of their work and principles (see appendix to the 
constitution), providing always that this shall in no way limit the complete doctrinal freedom of the 
constituent churches and members of the Assembly; 

Do all other such lawful things as are incidental to the attainment of the above Object." 

In reference to second last clause of Object, the following is a statement of the Objects of the British 
and Foreign Unitarian Association, as set forth in Rule 2 of its Constitution: 

The diffusion and support of the principles of Unitarian Christianity, including the 
formation and assistance of Congregations which do not require for themselves or their 
Ministers subscription to any doctrinal articles of belief; the publication and circulation of 
biblical, theological, scientific and literary knowledge related to Unitarian Christianity; the 
doing of all such other lawfkl things as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of the 
above objects or any of them. 

The following is a statement of the Objects of the National Conference of Unitarian, Liberal 
Christian, Free Christian, Presbyterian and other Non-Subscribing or Kindred Congregations, as set 
forth in Rule 1 of its Constitution: 

To consult, and when considered advisable to take action, on matters affecting the well- 
being and interests of the Congregations and Societies on the Roll of the Conference, as by 
directing attention, suggesting plans, organising expressions of opinion, raising funds to 
cany out the foregoing objects. 



Annuai Meetings 2006 

The seventy-eighth Annual Meetings of the 
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches were held from Thursday 20 April to 
Sunday 23 April 2006 at University College 
Chester. The programme of departmental and 
affiliated society meetings and workshops 
commenced from mid-afternoon on 20 April. The 
Times Religious Correspondent, Ruth Gledhill, 
who had recently published a significant article on 
the denial of use of Chester Cathedral to the 
General Assembly, delivered a talk on the 
reporting of religious affairs to a well-attended 
and appreciative meeting. Departing from 
previous custom, an ingathering opening service 
of celebration, including the banner parade, was 
held on the fust evening, led by the Revs Cathal 
Courtney and David Usher. 

The first business session commenced at 09.00 
hours on Friday 21 April and was chaired by the 
General Assembly President, the Rev Brian 
Cockroft. Myrna Michell led the opening 
devotions. The Standing Orders for the Conduct 
of Business Meetings were adopted and the 
Steering Committee, consisting of the Rev John 
Clifford, Miles Howarth and Roderick Ramage, 
were appointed. The General Secretary read out 
apologies and written greetings and then 
submitted the Annual Report. The President 
introduced the Council Report, which was 
significant in that it was for the last time, Council 
having been abolished in favour of the new 
elected Executive Committee. Jennifer Atkinson 
delivered the final Administration Commission 
report, its role also having been absorbed by the 
Executive Committee. The General Assembly 
Treasurer spoke to the Annual Accounts, the 
Sustentation Fund Annual Report and Accounts 
and the Stipend Committee recommendations, 
each of which was received with approval. 
Finally, the Rev Ann Peart introduced the 
Ministry Commission report. 

Anthony Howe led devotions at the 
commencement of the second business meeting on 
at 09.00 hours on Saturday 22 April. Dawn 
Buckle spoke to the Education Commission report 
and Martin Gienke introduced the Outreach and 
Communication Commission report. Two motions 
were debated. The third business session 
commenced at 10.45 hours the same morning. 
Neville Kenyon presented the Nightingale Centre 
Annual Report and Accounts and the Rev Celia 
Midgley did likewise for the Denominational 
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Support Commission report. Two further motions 
were debated. 
On Sunday 23 April Mary Wightman led the 
opening devotions for the fourth business session 
at 09.30 hours. This was followed by a special 
event to witness the transfer of governance from 
Council to the Executive Committee. Each 
member of the Executive Committee participated 
(Jennifer Atkinson, Dawn Buckle, the Rev Steve 
Dick, Dorothy Hewerdine, Neville Kenyon, the 
Rev Ann Peart, Sir Peter Soulsby, Martin West 
and the Rev Robert Wightman). 

The Final business session witnessed the votes of 
thanks, delivered by the President and General 
Secretary, the Presidential Address and then 
installation of David Dawson as the General 
Assembly President 2006-2007. The further 
motions were all passed and the new President led 
the closing act of worship. 

RESOLUTIONS 
The following Resolutions were carried: 

1) FROM THE UNITARIAN CHURCH, 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES 
That this General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 
Christian Churches acknowledges that, in order to 
survive, there is an absolute need for numerical 
growth. It urges every Unitarian organisation and 
member thereof to give high priority to numerical 
growth and to publicise this intention. It requests 
the General Assembly Executive Committee to set 
up an organisation and process that will bring 
together those who seek to promote numerical 
growth, where ideas, proven or not, can be 
exchanged, discussed and acted upon. 

2) FROM THE UNITARIAN WOMEN'S 
GROUP 
Whereas this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches: 

- recognises and promotes the worth and 
dignity of all people, which includes the equal 
rights of men and women; 

- proclaims that all human beings are born free 
and equal and are entitled to all the rights and 
freedoms without distinction of any kind, 
including any distinction as to sex. 

- recognises that discrimination against women 
is incompatible with human dignity; 

Annual Meetings 2006 

- promotes the full participation of women, on 
equal terms with men, in the political, social, 
economic and cultural life of society; and 

- recognises that the cause of peace and the 
welfare of the world requires the full 
participation of all people, both men and 
women. 

Be it resolved that: 

a) every Unitarian organisation and member 
thereof takes all appropriate measures to 
ensure that women, married or unmarried, 
have equal rights with men in all areas of 
economic, social and political life and that 
women are equal partners with men in 
determining the values, direction and 
governance of their societies for the benefit 
of all; and 

b) as a fust step, every Unitarian 
Congregation, District Association and 
Affiliated Society undertakes an audit of 
all of their activities to ensure that women 
are enabled to participate fully and equally 
in all areas. 

3) FROM GOLDERS GREEN 
UNITARIANS 
That this General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 
Christian Churches: 

- is concerned by the refusal of the British 
Government to grant posthumous pardons to 
the 306 British, Irish and Commonwealth 
soldiers, some as young as 17, who were 
executed by firing squad for battlefield 
offences in the First World War; 

- recognises that many of these soldiers, 
executed for offences such as cowardice, were 
suffering from shell-shock and other traumatic 
disorders; 

- welcomes activities in support of these 
pardons in Britain and the Commonwealth, 
led by the "Shot at Dawn" campaign; 

- further welcomes the fact that New Zealand 
has granted its executed soldiers posthumous 
pardons and the Irish Government has 
supported pardons being granted to Irish-born 
soldiers; 

- directs the General Secretary to write to the 
Prime Minister and the Defence Secretary (of 
the United Kingdom) calling upon them to 
end this injustice by granting posthumous 
pardons to all of those so executed; and 
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- urges all Congregations, District Associations 
and Affiliated Societies to support the 
campaigns for these posthumous pardons. 

4) FROM WESI'GATE UNITARIAN 
CHAPEL, WAKEFIELD AND ST 
SAVIOURGATE UNITARIAN CHAPEL, 
YORK 
That this General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 
Christian Churches takes the view that the notions 
of Intelligent Design and Creationism are in no 
sense legitimate scientific theories but hypotheses 
which should not form part of the science 
cumculum in schools. 

It calls upon the United Kingdom Govenunent 
and the Welsh and Scottish Executi~es to ensure 
that, if these hypotheses are to have any place at 
all in the school curriculum, they are encountered 
in Religious Education alongside the many other 
creation myths to be found in the venerated texts 
of tarious faiths. 

Further, this Gcneral Assembly urges its District 
Associations and Congregations to take action by 
raising this issue with their local Education 
Authorities and SACRE bodies. 

PROCEDURAL MOTIONS 

1) That David Dawson be appointed President 
of the General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches for the year 2006- 
2007. 

2) That this seventy-eighth General Assembly of 
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 
expresses its gratitude for the services 
provided by the Reverend Brian Cockroft as 
President during the year 2005-2006. 

3) That the Reverend Celia Midgley be 
appointed as Vice-President for the year 2006- 
2007. 

4) That the thanks of the Assembly be given to 
Martin G West for his services as Honorary 
Treasurer, and to district association and local 
treasurers and collectors for their help. 

5) That Martin G West be appointed Honorary 
Treasurer for the year 2006-2007. 

6) That Messrs Edmund Gibbs & CO be 
reappointed as Auditors. 
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7) That the Report of the General Assembly 10) That the thanks of the Assembly be given to 
Council and the Accounts of the General Myrna Michell, organist for the Anniversary 
Assetnbly be received and adopted. Service, and to local Unitarians who arranged 

other music for the Meetings. 8) That greetings be sent to kindred churches and 
societies abroad. I l )  That the thanks of the Assembly be given to 

9) That the thanks of the Assembly be given to the members of the General Assembly 
the Reverend Peter Hewis for preaching the Annual Meetings Panel and other 
Assembly Sermon. volunteers for their inestimable help in 

organising the Meetings. 

Lindsey Davirs and Chantell Brooking are presented with their 
Gold Unitarian Chalice Award Certijicates 

Report of the Executive Committee. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Elected Members: Jennifer Atkinson, Dawn 
Buckle, the Rev Stephen (Steve) Dick (until Nov 
2006), Dorothy Hewerdine, Neville Kenyon, the 
Rev Dr Ann Peart, Sir Peter Soulsby MP and the 
Rev Robert (Bob) Wightman. 

Appointed Member: Martin West (Honorary 
Treasurer) 

Staff Support: Jeffrey Teagle (General Secretary) 
and Andrew Mason (Operations Manager) 

In occasional attendance: David Dawson (GA 
President 2006-07), the Rev Celia Midgley (GA 
Vice President (2006-2007) 

The Executive Committee came into being as a 
result of the constitutional changes agreed at the 
GA Annual Meetings 2005 and the Extraordinary 
General Meeting held on 11 November 2005. It 
replaced both the Council and the Administration 
Commission and its members therefore became 
the Managing Trustees of the General Assembly. 
The Executive Committee is accountable to the 
General Assembly's Annual Meetings and will 
serve for a period three years commencing at the 
end of the Annual Meetings immediately 
following the postal ballot election. 

Prior to taking up their responsibilities, the EC 
members held a residential induction meeting on 
24-25 March 2006 and this was facilitated by 
Colin Fisher, the consultant who had so 
effectively performed a similar service for the 
Task Force. The induction provided both a 
briefing and the foundations for subsequent 

We L'nitanans and Free Christians are united by 
our ethos and values. We aspire to create a 
loving, caring religious community within which 
we: 
Value people in their diversity and uniqueness. 
Encourage freedom of thought and speech. 
Support spiritual exploration. 
Create celebratoty worship. 
Advocate justice, liberty, honesty, integriQ, peace 
and love. 

Hence we strive to: 

Make the best of the life we have. 
Be democratic in ourpractice. 
Celebrate life in its many fornis. 
Respect people whose beliefs and attitudes are 
dtferent from our own. 

Considerable attention was paid to establishing 
communicational pathways within the EC and to 
the rest of the denomination. Reports of meetings 
have been widely circulated and printed in The 
Inquirer. Each EC member undertook to represent 
the EC at specified district meetings. As the 
planning developed, members also accepted roles 
on projects and other activities. 

Growth of the Unitarian Movement: The EC, 
being mindful of the Object of the General 
Assembly and the Growth Resolution of the 2006 
Annual Meetings, views the health and welfare of 
its member congregations to be a prime function. 

Relationship with Districts: In addition to 
District visits, the EC has monitored the progress 
of the District Connections meetings via the Rev 
Steve Dick and Sir Peter Soulsby. 

teamwork. Chief Executive Recruitment: A panel 

consisting of Jennifer Atkinson, Dawn ~ i c k l e ,  The inaugural meeting took place at University 
College Chester on 23 April 2006 and Sir Peter 

Martin U'est and Sir Peter Soulsby conducted the 

Soulsby was elected as Convenor. This meeting recruitment and its work was in 
October 2006 with the selection of the Rev Steve 

reviewed the Annual Meetings just ended , 
(including the resolutions), planned meeting dates U'CK' 

for the year ahead, initiated the process to select a consistent identity: with the foahcoming 
future Chief Executive. leadership change, the opportunity was taken to 

revise thk letterheads and addresi a problem of 
~ur ther  meetings were held on 11-12 May, 12-13 widespread inconsistency in the presentation of 
June, 19 September, Z7 October and 24 our chalice symbol on leaflets, websites and 
November. The requirement for residential literature, Ne&le Kenyan and jeffrey Teag]e 
meetings was dictated by the need to develop p~ogressed this with design consultant Mark 
strategic planning in addition to dealing with a How&, The new designs were scheduled for 
wide range of current business. launch at the GA Annual Meetings 2007. 
An EC Ethos Statement was developed: 
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Website Update: Following discussions with the 
Outreach and Communication Commission, 
which had been working on website revision 
during 2005, it was decided to progress the project 
via Mark Howard. Howard Hague, Kate Taylor 
and Jeffrey Teagle collaborated in the 
specification and were later joined by the Rev 
Steve Dick. The target for completion was the GA 
Annual Meetings 2007, or soon thereafter. 

Ministry for All Congregations: This project 
seeks to find better ways to ensure the supply of 
ministry to congregations. Although the intent had 
been expressed in 2005, personnel to organise it 
were otherwise engaged at that time. The EC re- 
affirmed the importance of this project and 
Dorothy Hewerdine, the Rev Dr Ann Peart, 
Jeffrey Teagle and the Rev Bob Wightman were 
appointed as the organising panel. As the year 
closed, plans were in hand for a residential 
consultation seminar with a selected group of 
persons with experience of multiple ministries. 
Regional open consultations are planned for 2007. 

Staffing Commissions and Panels for the 
Triennial Period 2007-2010: The membership of 
GA Commissions and Panels for the period 2003- 
2006 had already been extended by one year due 
to the leadership and governance changes then in 
process. Dorothy Hewerdine and Jeffrey Teagle 
were appointed to work on recommendations for 
2007-2010. Dorothy created a questionnaire that 
was circulated to members of the Commissions 
and Panels during the Summer of 2006. This 
indicated broad satisfaction with the present 
structure. EC accepted the recommendation to 
appoint the membership of Commissions by the 
GA Annual Meetings and the ask the 
Commissions to select the membership of the 
Panels during the Summer of 2007 ready for 
commencement in September 2007. Existing 
Commission and Panel members were consulted 
to ascertain their willingness to serve and a 
Volunteer Guide was created to seek new 
personnel. 

A Resignation and an Appointment: Following 
his selection as the future Chief Executive, the 
Rev Steve Dick, resigned his EC membership at 
the November meeting. Following a careful 
debate about procedure, process and criteria, it 
was agreed to look primarily at those who had 
stood for EC election earlier in the year. in 
choosing Elisabeth (Lis) Dyson-Jones, the 
meeting took into account the personality, 
experience, talents offered, commitment, 
geographical location and gender of those 
considered. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS PANEL 

Chair: Louise Rogers 

Secretary: Andrew Mason 

Members: Anne Ashley (from July 2006), Sarah 
Atkinson (until March 2006), Rob Fincham, 
Neville Kenyor, Andre1:r Mason (ex officio), 
Louise Rogers. Rexi T)a:ic! TJsher (until July 
2006) 

Remit: To develop and assist in organising the 
Annual Meetings. 

Activity in 200516: Developments for the 2006 
Meetings included the opening ceremony 
including only worship and celebration i.e. no 
business; a stronger focus on worship; longer 
lunch period for more opportunities to network; 
higher profile of stalls encouraging conference 
attendees to speak with stall holders; a consistent 
identity for stalls; half-hour AGM slots; a young 
adults pre-conference; shortened business sessions 
covering the annual report; encouragement of 
commission and panel presentations to focus on 
current and future activity. 

Finding a new southern venue for 2007. 

Aims for 200617: 
- Finalising the programme for the 2007 

Meetings by the end of 2006. 
- More pre-conference promotion. 
- Encouraging attendance by congregations that 

do not usually send delegates. 
- Developing the consistent identity theme for 

stalls. 
- Increasing opportunities for conference 

delegates to give their views. 
- Providing more skills-based sessions. 
- Finding other venues in the Midlands and the 

North. 

R e ~ o r t  of the Executive Committee 

FUNDING DEVELOP.MEKT PANEL 

Chair: Neville Kenyon 

Members: Neville Kenyon, Gordon Lowthian 
(until July 2006), Louise Rogers, Rosemary 
Ruston, Martin West 

Remit: To increase live-giving to the General 
Assembly. 

Activity in 200516: The Community Appeal is a 
yearly fundraising initiative running for a calendar 
year. In 2006 it was launched with a leaflet sent 
out to all congregations. 

In 2006 we focused on encouraging Associate 
Membership by emphasising its importance to the 
community. We promoted the Community 
Appeal at the Annual Meeting in Chester. Panel 
members had a stall and talked with conference 
attendees about fundraising issues. We publicised 
the 2006 GA Weekend as an opportunity for 
congregations and others to fundraise for the GA, 
providing examples of events that could be run. 
The 2006 GA Weekend (including GA Sunday) is 
outside of this reporting period. 

A draft Summary of the Annual Report was 
prepared for view at the 2006 Annual Meeting. 
The aim of this was to provide a succinct 
overview of what the GA does. A session was 
also delivered during the Meeting on business 
planning. 

A codicil (to add to existing wills) was created. A 
new Associate Membership leaflet was published 
and distributed to all congregations and 
fellowships. Several reports were submitted to the 
Inquirer to encourage increased giving. 

The total raised from the Community Appeal 
during the reporting period for 200516 was 
f 12,681 and £17,021 for Associate Membership 
subscriptions (including tax relief). 

Aims for 200617: 
- To raise £33,500. 
- To raise the profile of GA weekend. 
- To increase the rate of monthly giving. 
- To develop Associate Membership. 
- To produce a leaflet on effective fundraising for 

congregations. 
- To produce a Summary of the 200516 Annual 

Report. 

The new GA Executive Committee (with the Task Force 
Consultant, Colin Fisher) gathers for its induction meeting 

Left to right: Rev Bob Wightrnan, Martin West, Colin Fisher, Dawn Buckle, Dot Hewerdine, Jen 
Atkinson. Rev Dr Ann Peart. Sir Peter Soulsbv MP, Rev Steve Dick, Neville Kenyon 



The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 
The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

Budget Twelve months to 30th September 2008 

Expendlture Budget Twelve months to 30th September 2008 

Income Actual 
12 Months 

Legacies 
Associate Membership 
Subscriptions 
Congregational Contributions 
Community Appeal 
Special Collections 
Dividends 
B&FUA 
Essex Hall Mgmt Fee 
Essex Hall (In kind) 
B&FUA Management Fee 
Inquirer Accountancy Fee 
Speed Trust Mgmt Fee 
Bowland Trust 
Sundry Donations 
Annual Meetings 
Youth Officer Grant (Chalice Appeal etc) 
Rent 
Payroll Calculation Service 
Sales 
Exceptional items 

GA Council 
Cost of EGM 

Administration Commission/Executive Committee 
Commission Expenses 
Grants Pavabie - IARF etc 
Fund Raising Panel 

Budget 
Year to 

Education and Training Commission 
Commission Expenses 
Educational Programmes 
JUEG Panel 
Engagement Support Panei 
Chalice Award Panel 

- 1,238 
'-3,246 

4,484 

6,597 
4,742 

Denominational Support Commission 
Commission Expenses 
Programmes 
Worship Panel 
Youth Panel 
Hymn Book Panel 
Buildings Advisory Panel 
Weish Committee 

Budget 
Year to 

Ministry Commission 
Commission Expenses 
Programmes 
Interview Panel 

1,500 
15,000 
16,500 

5,000 
4,326 

Budget 
Year to 

Outreach and Communications Commission 
Commission Expenses 
Programmes - Publications 
Ecumenical Panei 
Interfaith Panel 
Penal Affairs Panel 
Publications Panel 
Social Responsibility Panel 
Information Panei 

Total Income 

0 
0 
0 

6,500 
5,000 

Expenditure 

0 
0 
0 

10,000 
5,000 

Programme Activity (See Over) 
Administration Costs (See Over) 
Set Aside for Youth Officer Future Years 
Total Expenditure 

Commission Sub-Total 

Non Commlssion Speclflc Programme Expendltu 

lnquirer Grant 
Salaries to Programme Work 

Net Incoming Resources 
TOTAL PROGRAMME EXPENDITURE 

General Administration , 

Salaries, Pensions, etc. 
Ex Gratia Payments 
Accommodation (In kind) 
Officers Travel & Expenses 
Office Expenses 
Staff Training 
Audit 
Investment Management Fees 
Legal Fees 
lnsurances 
Minister's House Repairs 
Irrecoverable VAT 

TOTAL ADMINISTRATION EXPENDITURE 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 



General Assembly Financial Situation 
Year to 30th September 2006 

Basic Grant from Bowland Trust 

Community Appeal 

Used to offset loss of Essex Hall Income 

Used to provide for two years Youth Coordinator 

Consistent Identity and Web site Project 

Reduction in Dividend lncome by adopting 
a more aggressive investment policy 

Provision for publications and leaflets 

Legal Fees and Ex Gratia 

Surplus in Year 

Report on the Ex~enses of holdina the 2006 Annual Meetinas 

Accomodation & Fees 
Conference Fees 
Donate One Meal 
Donation to Meetings 
EH Printing & Sales 
Group Registration 
Overpayment of fees 
Pre-AGM Expenses 
Printing 
Room Hire & AV 
Speakers & Fees 
Sundry 
Travel 
Van & Bus Hire 
Youth Honoraria & Expenses 

Surplus for the AGM 2006 

Income Expenditure Balance 




















































