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Reverend Celia Midgley 

President of the General Assembly 2007-2008 

Looking ahead to the Assembly Meetings in Hatfield in 2008, 1 am aware as the weeks 
pass of the tension within the name and role of the President. At Hatfield I shall preside as 
chair, very much in meetings mode, impartial, watchful and a step back from the heat of 
debate. This contrasts with my approach as I have visited congregations and districts this 
past year. There I have endeavoured to be warmly supportive of the local group, feeling 
both committed to it and involved in it. I have not felt it my duty to explain or interpret the 
workings of the Executive Committee, which has its own district links. Rather, my main 
emphasis has been the encouragement of our local communities, which are the heart of 
our Assembly. These groups and their importance have formed my theme this year. 

Yet there is also in the name and the role of President the acceptance of the importance of 
the larger body and the opportunity to be a presence for that body on ceremonial and other 
special occasions. In the presence of politicians, royalty and clergy and ministers of 
various denominations, I have worn the medallion with pride and confidence. 'Ah,' said one 
prominent politician, 'the Unitarians!' 

The one trip overseas was, with Chief Executive Rev. Steve Dick, to the meetings of the 
International Council of Unitarians and Universalists in Obetwesel, Germany. A GA 
Delegate, I doubled also as a national leader, and, with Steve, was pleased to engage in 
discussion and debate with our liberal religious cousins from many countries of the world. 

Thank you, all of you, for the honour of this Presidency. I am looking forward to the 2008 
Annual Meetings and hope that you are too. There is much to celebrate, not least the 8oth 
birthday of the Assembly and the looth birthday of the Women's League. Come with your 
gladness and hope -for your congregation and for your General Assembly and all that it is 
and yet may be. 

General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches 

Essex Hall, 1-6 Essex Street, LONDON, WC2R 3HY 
Telephone: (020) 7240 2384 Fax: (020) 7240 3089 

Chief Executive: Rev Steve Dick 

The Trustees of the General Assembly are the Members of the GA Executive Committee, 
which comprises the Honorary Treasurer, and eight elected Members (Members may be 
co-opted to fill vacancies occuring during a triennial) as listed below. 

GA Executive Committee (Appointed April 2005) 

Honorary Treasurer: Martin West 

Elected Members: Jennifer Atkinson 
Dawn Buckle 
Rev Steve Dick (until November 2006) 
Dorothy Hewerdine 
Neville Kenyon 
Rev Dr Ann Peart 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
Rev R Wightman 

Co-opted Member: Lis Dyson Jones (from December 2006) 

Other Appointments: 
Solicitor: Charles Russell LLP 
Auditors: Shaw Gibbs LLP 
Custodian Trustee: The British and Foreign Unitarian Association (Incorporated) 



General Assembly Officers and Honorary Members 

Secretaries I Chief Executives 
1928 Rev S H Mellone, MA, DSc 
1928 Rev R Travers Herford, BA, DD 
1929-49 Rev Mortimer Rowe, BA, DD 
1949-69 Rev John Kielty, LD, DD 
1969-79 Rev Brian L Golland, MA 
1979-94 Roy W Smith, DHL 
1994-07 Jeffrey J Teagle 
2007- Rev S Dick 

Treasurers 
1928-39 Lieut-Col S Chatfield-Clarke, DL 
1939-59 Mr Ronald P Jones, MA, FRlBA 
1959-70 Sir C Herbert Pollard, CBE, FCA 
1970-71 Mr Albert Forrester, FCA 
1971-79 Mr Arnold Graves, FCA, FClS 
1979-98 Mr Geofffrey Head, BA 
1998-05 Mr Michael Tomlin 
2005- Mr Martin West 

Deputy Treasurers 
1996-98 Mr Michael Tomlin 

Presidents 
1929 Rev C J Street, MA, LLB (B&FUA) 
1929 Rev Henry Gow, BA, BD (Nat Conf) 
1929-31 Mrs Sydney Martineau 
1931-32 Mr J Harrop White, JP 
1932-34 Rev Alfred Hall, MA, DD 
1934-35 Mr Ronald P Jones, MA, FRlBA 
1935-36 Mr George G Anstrong 
1936-37 Rev H McLachlan, MA, DD, LittD 
1937-38 Mr N Bishop Harman, MA, LLD 
1938-39 Rev R F Rattray, MA, PhD 
1939-40 Mr J T Bibby 
1940-41 Rev E Rosalind Lee, MA 
1941-42 Mr P M Oliver, CBE, BA 
1942-43 Rev H J Rossington, MA, BD 
1943-44 Mr R H Mottram, JP, FRSL 
1944-45 Mr Alfred Pilling, OBE, JP 
1945-46 Rev Raymond V Holt, MA, BLitt 
1946-47 Mr Harold Baily, MBE 
1947-48 Rev Lawrence Redfern, MA, BD 
1948-49 Prof FJM Stratton, LLD, FRS 
1949-50 Rev Fred Cottier 
1950-51 Mr Harold B Moore 
1951-52 Rev G Randall Jones, MA, BSc, BD 
1952-53 Miss Dorothy Tarrant, MA, PhD 
1953-54 Rev Herbert Crabtree 
1954-55 Mr Stanley R Butler, ACA 
1955-56 Rev Frank A Bullock 
1956-57 Mr C Herbert Pollard, CBE, FSAA 
1957-58 Rev James Percival Chalk 
1958-59 Rt Hon J Chuter Ede, CH, JP, DL, MP 
1959-60 Rev Arthur W Vallance, BA 
1960-61 Mr Arthur L Blake, OBE 

1961-62 Rev J Harry Smith 
1962-63 Mr Kenneth M Street, MM 
1963-64 Rev Walter M Long 
1964-65 Mr Stanley J Kennett, BSc, PhD 
1965-66 Rev E Shirvell Price, MA 
1966-67 Mr T H Hollingsworth 
1967-68 Rev Fred Kenworthy, MA, BD 
1968-69 Mrs Amy Howarth, MA 
1969-70 Rev C Gordon Bolam, MA, BD 
1970-71 Mr Arnold Graves, FCA, FClS 
1971-72 Rev H John McLachlan, MA, BD, DPhil 
1972-73 Mr M Humphreys Winder, BA 
1973-74 Rev D Jacob Davies, BA 
1974-75 Mrs Gwyneth J M Thomas, BSc 
1975-76 Rev Evan David Davies 
1976-77 Mr George Morrison, MA 
1977-78 Rev Dr Peter B Godfrey, BA, DD 
1978-79 Mr Geoffrey Head, BA 
1979-80 Rev A Hilton Birtles, JP, BA 
1980-81 Dr June Bell, MA, MB, BS, PhD 
1981-82 Rev Eric Wild, BA 
1982-83 Mrs Eleanor Dixon 
1983-84 Rev Arthur J Long, MA 
1984-85 Mrs Helen M Nicholson, MBE 
1985-86 Rev Sydney H Knight 
1986-87 Mrs Sheila Crosskey, MB, ChB 
1987-88 Rev Derek Smith 
1988-89 Mr Robert HE Inkson, BSc, FSS, FIS 
1989-90 Rev J Eric Jones, BA 
1990-91 Mrs Eila Forrester, BA 
1991 -92 Rev Peter Hewis, BA 
1992-93 Mrs Celia Kerr 
1993-94 Rev James McClelland, MA 
1994-95 Mr Michael Tomlin 
1995-96 Rev Anne McClelland, BA 
1996-97 Dr Jane Williams, MB, BCh, BA0 
1997-98 Rev Clifford Reed, BA 
1998-99 Dr Beverley Littlepage, MSc,MRCOG, 

FFPHMI 
1999-00 Rev Keith Gilley, BA, MA 
2000-01 Mrs Judith Crompton, JP 
2001-02 Rev John Midgley, BA, BD, MA, MEd 
2002-03 Mr Alan Ruston, BSc 
2003-04 Rev Austin Fitzpatrick 
2004-05 Mrs Dawn Buckle 
2005-06 Rev Brian Cockroft 
2006-07 Mr David Dawson 
2007-08 Rev Celia Midgley 

Honorary Members 
Rev H John McLachlan, MA, BD, DPhil 
(Deceased 28/01/07) 

Dr June Bell, MA, MB, BS, PhD 
Mr Geoffrey Head, BA 
Rev Dr Peter Godfrey, BA, DD 
Rev Dr Arthur J Long, MA (Deceased 09/12/06) 

Anniversary Service Preachers 

1929 Rev Alfred Hall, MA, DD 
1930 Rev H J Rossington, MA, BD 
1931 Rev Herbert McLachlan, MA, DD, LittD 
1932 Rev Herbert Barnes 
1933 Rev John C Ballantyne, MA 
1934 Rev Charles M Wright, MA 
1935 Rev Lawrence Clare 
1936 Rev Arthur S Hurn, MA, DLitt 
1937 Rev Sidney Spencer, BA 
1938 Rev Raymond V Holt, MA, BLitt 
1939 Rev Arthur H Lewis 
1940 Rev W E Williams, BA 
1941 Rev Fred R Cottier 
1942 Rev Rev Leslie Belton, MA, MSc 
1943 Rev E George Lee 
1944 Rev Stanley Mossop 
1945 Rev Reginald W Wilde, MA,. MSc, PhD 
1946 Rev Wallace B Travener 
1947 Rev Frank A Bullock 
1948 Rev Frederick May Elliot, MA, DD LLD 
1949 Rev G Randall Jones, MA, MSc, BD 
1950 Rev Mortimer Rowe, BA, DD 
1951 Rev Lawrence Redfern, MA, BD 
1952 Rev H G Woodford 
1953 Rev Arthur L Agnew, OBE, BA, DD 
1954 Rev Sydney P Whitehouse, MA, BLitt 
1955 Rev H Stewart Carter, MA 
1956 Rev Basil Viney 
1957 Rev Arthur W Vallance, BA 
1958 Rev W J Carter, MA 
1959 Rev Wilfred Waddington, BA, BD 
1960 Rev Dana L McGreeley, DD 
1961 Rev Phillip N Tindall, BA, BD PhD 
1962 Rev C Gordon Bolam, MA, BD 
1963 Rev A Margaret Barr, MA 
1964 Rev Fred Kenworthy, MA, DD 
1965 Rev D Jawb Davies, BA 
1966 Rev John Radcliffe, BA 
1967 Rev Charles Bartlett, BA 
1968 Rev Brian L Golland, MA 

1969 Rev John Kielty, LLD, DD 
1970 Rev Hany Lismer Short, MA 
1971 Rev Eric S Price, MA 
1972 Rev Robert N West, BA, BD, DD 
1973 Rev Lancelot A Garrard, MA,. BD, LLD 
1974 Rev E Basil Short, BSc 
1975 Rev A Hamilton Birtles, BA 
1976 Rev Fred M Ryde, MA 
1977 Rev Dudley E Richards, MA, BD 
1978 Rev Anne McClelland, BA 
1979 Rev Eric Wild, BA and Eileen Kielty, BA 
1980 Rev A Ben Downing, MA, BD 
1981 Rev Gabor Kereki 
1982 Rev Arthur J Long, MA 
1983 Rev Bruce Findlow, BA 
1984 Rev 0 Eugene Pickett, BA, BD, DD 
1985 Rev D Elwyn J Davies, MA, BD, PhD 
1986 Rev Peter B Godfrey, BA 
1987 Rt Rev William McMillan, MA 
1988 Rev William F Schulz, MA, DMin, DD 
1989 Rev Frank Walker, BA 
1990 Rev Glyn Pruce, STB, MA 
1991 Rev Andrew Hill, BA 
1992 Rev Leonard Smith, MA, PhD 
1993 Rev Denise Boyd 
1994 Rev Keith Gilley, BA, MA, BDQ 
1995 Rev Clifford Reed, BA 
1996 Rev Judith Walker-Riggs 
1997 Rev Dr John A Buehrens 
1998 Rev Dr David C Doel, MA, PhD 
1999 Rev Alec Finbow, BA 
2000 Rev Joy Croft, BA, MA, MTh 
2001 Rev Penny Johnson 
2002 Rev Bill Darlison 
2003 Rev John Clifford, BA, MSc 
2004 Rev Dr Ann Peart, BA, MA, PhD 
2005 Rev J Eric Jones, BA 
2006 Rev Peter Hewis, MA 
2007 Rev Brenda Catherall 

GA Anniversary Preacher Rev Brenda Catherall, with Service Leader Rev Geoffrey Usher and 
GA Chief Executive Rev Steve Dick 



Affiliated Societies and GA & Essex Hall Staff Members 

The following societies are affiliated to the General Assembly: 

British League of Unitarian and other Liberal Christian Women (Women's 
League) 

Canadian Unitarian Council - Le Conseil Unitaire du Canada 
~'gglise liberale protestante de Bruxelles 
European Unitarian Universalists 
Foy Society 
National Unitarian Fellowship 
Provincial Assembly of Presbyterian and Unitarian Ministers and 

Congregations of Lancashire and Cheshire 
Unitarian and Free Christian Music Society 
Unitarian and Free Christian Peace Fellowship 
Unitarian Association of Lay Leaders 
Unitarian Christian Association 
Unitarian Historical Society 
Unitarian Holiday Conference 
Unitarian Lay Preachers' Association 
Unitarian Society for Psychical Studies 
Unitarian Union of North East India 
Unitarian Women's Group 

GA & Essex Hall Staff 

The following were members of the GA Staff during the financial year: 

Rev Jane Barraclough 
Sonia Buckles 
John Crosskey 
Rev Steve Dick (from March 2007) 
Howard Hague 
Rev John Harley 
Andrew Mason 
Elizabeth Obe 
Jeffrey Teagle (until April 2007) 
Peter Teets (from March 2007) 

New Staff Member, Peter Teets 

The following were members of the Essex Hall Staff during the financial year: 

The Object of the Assembly 

From the Constitution of the General Assembly as amended l 9  April 2001 and approved 
by the Charity Commission: 

"2. Object 

Preamble 

We, the constituent congregations, affiliated societies and individual members, uniting in a spirit of 
mutual sympathy, co-operation, tolerance and respect; and recognising the worth and dignity of all 
people and their freedom to believe as their consciences dictate; and believing that truth is best 
served where the mind and conscience are free, acknowledge that the Object of the Assembly is: 

Object 

To promote a free and inquiring religion through the worship of God and the celebration of life; the 
service of humanity and respect for all creation; and the upholding of the liberal Christian tradition. 

To this end, the Assembly may: 

Encourage and unite in fellowship bodies which uphold the religious liberty of their members, 
unconstrained by the imposition of creeds; 

Affirm the liberal religious heritage and learn from the spiritual, cultural and intellectual insights of 
all humanity; 

Act where necessary as the successor to the British and Foreign Unitarian Association and 
National Conference of Unitarian, Liberal Christian, Free Christian, Presbyterian and other Non- 
Subscribing or Kindred Congregations, being faithful to the spirit of their work and principles (see 
appendix to the constitution), providing always that this shall in no way limit the complete doctrinal 
freedom of the constituent churches and members of the Assembly; 

Do all other such lawful things as are incidental to the attainment of the above Object." 

In reference to second last clause of Object, the following is a statement of the Objects of 
the British and Foreign Unitarian Association, as set forth in Rule 2 of its Constitution: 

The diffusion and support of the principles of Unitarian Christianity, including the 
formation and assistance of Congregations which do not require for themselves or 
their Ministers subscription to any doctrinal articles of belief; the publication and 
circulation of biblical, theological, scientific and literary knowledge related to 
Unitarian Christianity; the doing of all such other lawful things as are incidental or 
conducive to the attainment of the above objects or any of them. 

The following is a statement of the Objects of the National Conference of Unitarian, Liberal 
Christian, Free Christian, Presbyterian and other Non-Subscribing or Kindred 
Congregations, as set forth in Rule 1 of its Constitution: 

To consult, and when considered advisable to take action, on matters affecting the 
well-being and interests of the Congregations and Societies on the Roll of the 
Conference, as by directing attention, suggesting plans, organising expressions of 
opinion, raising funds to carry out the foregoing objects. 

lsabella Clarke (Caretaker) 
Valerie Wright (Cleaner) 
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consequent economic damage to many 
economies following rises in oil prices, 
environmental degradation caused by 
nuclear contamination, and 
an inflammation of the already grave 
dangers of terrorism throughout the 
region 

This General Assembly, mindful of these 
dangers, calls on the British Government to 
pursue resolutely all available diplomatic 
options through the United Nations within the . 

framework of international law and the UN 
Charter in order to seek a peaceful diplomatic 
solution of the crisis caused by nuclear 
proliferation and political instability in the 
Arabian Gulf and throughout the region. 

7) FROM THE UNITARIAN PEACE 
FELLOWSHIP 

That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches recognising the 
suffering caused to civilian populations 
around the world by the use and 
indiscriminate nature of cluster munitions, 

The seventy-ninth Annual Meetings of the 
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 
Christian Churches were held from Tuesday 
10 April to Friday 13 April 2007 at the 
University of Hertfordshire. The programme 
of departmental and affiliated society 
meetings and workshops commenced during 
the afternoon of 10 April. The opening 
celebration took the form of a service of 
worship conducted by the Reverend Celia 
Cartwright, which commenced at 19.30 
hours. 

Commission report. One motion was 
debated. 

3) FROM THE UNITARIAN WOMEN'S 
GROUP 

That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches: The Final business session witnessed the 

votes of thanks, delivered by the President 
and General Secretary, the Presidential 
Address and then installation of the Reverend 
Celia Midgley as the General Assembly 
President 2007-2008. The further motions 
were all passed and the new President led 
the closing act of worship. 

A. Welcomes the recent action of Her 
Majesty's Government in signing the 
Council of Europe Convention against 
Trafficking in Human Beings; 

B. Urges the immediate introduction of all 
necessary measures required by the 
terms of the Convention. 

RESOLUTIONS 
The following Resolutions were carried: 

C. Pledges its active support at national, 
district and local levels of the work of 
CHASTE (Churches Alert to Sex 
Trafficking across Europe) and other Non 
Government Organisations to end this 
appalling abuse of human beings and 
their sexuality. 

The first business session commenced at 
08.45 hours on Wednesday l l April and was 
chaired by the General Assembly President, 
David Dawson. The Reverend Joy Croft led 
the opening devotions. The Standing Orders 
for the Conduct of Business Meetings were 
adopted and the Steering Committee, 
consisting of the Rev John Clifford, Miles 
Howarth and Roderick Ramage, were 
appointed. The General Secretary read out 
apologies and written greetings and then 
submitted the Annual Report. This meeting 
then witnessed the first annual report of the 

1) FROM THE EASTERN UNION OF 
UNITARIAN & FREE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES 
That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches, noting that the 
syllabuses for Religious Education in 
maintained schools are periodically reviewed, 
encourages its member congregations to 
inform themselves about their local syllabus 
with a view to having some input into the 
review process. 

4) FROM WESTGATE CHAPEL 
(UNITARIAN), WAKEFIELD 

That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches supports the 
Strangers into Citizens Campaign. calls upon HM Government to support the call 

bv the International Committee of the Red 5) FROM THE NORTHERN UNITARIAN 
ASSOCIATION 

That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches urges all Churches, 
Fellowships and their members and friends 
to, firstly do a personal and collective carbon 
footprint and secondly work out ways to 
reduce it. 

new Executive Committee. This was 2) FROM THE GOLDERS GREEN 
facilitated by its Chairperson, Sir Peter 
SOulsb~. The Treasurer, That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Martin West, spoke to the annual account Free Christian Churches: 
and the budget for 2007-08. This business 

dross for a new international humanitarian 
law agreement to specifically regulate cluster 
munitions and the implementation of the 
following three measures by all Nation States; 

To immediately end the use of cluster 
munitions; 
To prohibit the targeting of cluster 
munitions against any military objective 
located in a populated area; 
To eliminate stocks of cluster munitions 
and, pending their destruction, not to 
transfer such weapons to other countries. 

Further that all Churches, Fellowships, 
Societies and individual Members of the 
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 
Christian Churches be encouraged to support 
the above by highlighting the issue through 
worship, talks and workshops during 2007, 
and to support the Unitarian Peace 
Fellowship Lent Appeal. 

session concLded at 10.1 5 hours. a) Notes that an increasing number of people 
living in the UK are foreign migrant workers, 

Stephen Lingwood led devotions at the and that they contribute to the national 
commencement of the second business wealth; 6) FROM SEVENTEEN INDIVIDUAL 

VOTING MEMBERS OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

meeting on at 09.00 hours on Thursday 12 
April. Dawn Buckle presented the Education 
Commission report. Martin Gienke introduced 
the Outreach and Communication 
Commission report. Three motions were 
debated. The third business session 
commenced at 10.45 hours the same 
morning. Neville Kenyon presented the 
Nightingale Centre Annual Report and 
Accounts and the Rev Celia Midgley did 
likewise for the Denominational Support 
Commission report. Three motions were 
debated. 

That many of these migrant workers 
experience exploitation by unscrupulous 
employers who take advantage of their 
ignorance of their rights and of weak 
regulation, and that they also face prejudice; 

That this General Assembly of Unitarian and 
Free Christian Churches: 
Welcomes the recent report 'Time to Talk: 
The Case for Diplomatic Solutions' on Iran 
issued by a coalition of humanitarian, 
medical, environmental, trade union, Muslim 
and Christian organisations warning of: 

the potentially highly dangerous 
consequences unleashed by an armed 
attack on Iran's nuclear installations, 
the deaths of many innocent civilians in 
densely populated areas near these 
nuclear facilities, 
heightened instability in the Middle East, 
with grave effects on the political situation 
in Iraq and neighbouring countries, 
a disruption of the oil supply leading to a 
serious worldwide energy crisis and 

That in recent years a number of faith and 
community groups have come together to 
support migrant workers living and working in 
the UK. 

b) Urges the General Assembly Executive 
Committee, and all Congregations, District 
Associations and Affiliated Societies, to get - - 
involved in appropriate campaigns to support 

On Friday 13 April Maud Robinson led the foreign migrant workers and new-arrival 
opening devotions for the fourth business communities in ~ ~ i t ~ i ~ ,  and to help end their 
session at 09.15 hours. Martin West exploitation. 
presented the Sustentation Fund and Stipend 
keview Committee reports and the   ever end 
Dr Ann Peart presented the Ministry 



Annual Meetings 2007 Abstract of Proceedings Report of the Executive Committee 

PROCEDURAL MOTIONS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE undertaken since the Commission structure 
was initiallv introduced and it had been 1) That the Report of the General Assembly 7) That the thanks of the Assembly be given 

Executive Committee and the Accounts of to the Reverend Geoffrey R Usher, 
the General Assembly be received and worship leader for the Anniversary 
adopted. Service, and to all those who provided 

Elected Members: Jennifer Atkinson, Dawn 
Buckle, Steve Dick (until November 2006), 
Lis Dyson-Jones (from January 2007), Dot 
Hewerdine, Neville Kenyon, Rev Dr Ann 
Peart, Sir Peter Soulsby MP (Convenor) and 
Rev Bob Wightman. 

delayed a-year to give the new EC an 
opportunity to find some of its feet. It was 
further complicated by the significant and 
useful decision to split the Outreach and 
Communication Commission into the 
Communications and the Faith & Public 
Issues Commissions. 

2) That Messrs Edmund Gibbs & CO (now 
music and other content for the 

Shaw Gibbs LLP) be reappointed as Anniversary Service and on other worship 

Auditors. occasions during these meetings. 

3) That Martin G West be appointed 8) That the thanks of the Assembly be given 

Honorary Treasurer for the year 2007- to the members of the General Assembly 

2008. Annual Meetings Panel and other 

4) That the thanks of the Assembly be given volunteers for their inestimable help in 

to Martin G West for his services as organising the Meetings. 

Appointed Member: Martin West (Honorary 
Treasurer) As with many new processes, there were 

some teething problems relating to the 
process of volunteering and the realignment 
and decommissioning of panels. The EC 
apologises to all persons affected by this and 
it has learned from the experience how to 
improve the process during the next round. 
However, the EC is convinced the GA is now 
served by a top-notch group of commissions 
and panels. 

Secretary: the Rev Steve Dick (Chief 
Executive, from April 2007), Jeffrey Teagle 
(General Secretary, until April 2007) Honorary Treasurer, and to district 

association and local officers for their 
invaluable services. 

9) That the Reverend Celia Midgley be 
appointed President of the General 
Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches for the year 2007-2008 Less than a year old itself, 2006-2007 was 

notable for the number of transitions that the 
General Assembly Executive Committee (EC) 
either experienced or initiated. The sum 
effect of this collection of changes is likely to 
have a positive impact on the work of the 
General Assembly for many years to come. 

5) That greetings be sent to kindred 
churches and societies abroad. 10)That Joyce Ashworth be appointed as 

Vice-President for the year 2007-2008. 
6) That the thanks of the Assembly be given 

to the Reverend Brenda Catherall for 
preaching the Assembly Sermon. 

11)That this seventy-ninth General Assembly 
of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 
expresses its gratitude for the services 
provided by David Dawson as President 
during the year 2006-2007. 

The membership of the EC itself changed 
during the year as Steve stepped down mid- 
term to enable a new member to join as soon 
as practical. Lis Dyson-Jones was the 
unanimous choice of the current membership 
to fill the vacancy and she has already 
proved to be an asset to the EC, not least 
because of her involvement in and 
knowledge of the congregations in Wales. 

Nearly the first item of business at the first 
meeting held during this reporting period (27 
October 2006) was the decision to appoint 
the Rev Steve Dick as the GA Chief 
Executive succeeding Jeffrey Teagle, the last 
in a long line of General Secretaries. 

Steve assumed responsibilities from Jeffrey 
at the 2007 Annual Meetings in Hatfield mid- 
way through the financial year and much of 
the EC's meeting time during this year was 
devoted to preparation for this historic 
transition. 

Increased support was given to the project 
'Ministry for All Congregations' which was 
transformed into "future ministry" and is 
reported on elsewhere here bv its new ~anel.  

A major administrative task that stretched 
across this financial year was the 
appointment of new members of the GA 
Commissions and associated Panels. This 
was the first time this task had been 

  his initiative, which had its birth in the 

New EC Member, Lis Dyson Jones 

General Secretary's urge to support 
congregations not able to afford ministry, is 
likely now to have a constructive and 

Group photo of the 2007Annual Meetings Participants 

m-' 
significant impact on the shape of all 
Unitarian and Free Christian ministry in the 
United Kingdom. I / 
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The meeting style of the EC changed partway 
during the year with a conscious decision to 
make nearly all of its gatherings 24 hour 
sessions based on evidence of increased 
effectiveness. Eight meetings of the EC were 
held during the current period including 27 
October 2006, 24 November 2006, 26-27 
January 2007, 8-9 March 2007 at Great 
Hucklow, 13 April 2007, 11 May 2007, 12-13 
July 2007 and 7-8 September 2007. 

congregations as compared to similar data 
from other denominations. Much was made 
of this at the 2007 meetings and a product of 
these discussions will be the special EC 
Growth Day at the 2008 Annual Meetings 
again in Hatfield. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS PANEL FUNDING DEVELOPMENT PANEL 

Chair: Louise Rogers (until September 
2007), Neville Kenyon (from September 
2007) 

Chair: Neville Kenyon 

Members: Neville Kenyon, Louise Rogers, 
Rosemary Ruston, Martin West 

In attendance: Andrew Mason (from 
February 2007) 

Secretary: Andrew Mason 

Members: Anne Ashley, Jen Atkinson (from 
September 2007), Rev Alex Bradley (from 
January 2007), Sue Cooper (from 
September 2007), Rev Steve Dick, Rob 
Fincham, Neville Kenyon, Louise Rogers 
(until 2007), Martin West 

Space does not permit discussion here of the 
many ways in which the EC and the GA staff 
working on the EC's behalf have continued to 
look after the ongoing and more routine 
needs of members congregations including 
initiatives such as the distribution of a book 
on the new fire risk assessment provisions to 
all congregations in December of 2006. It 
takes more than sixty pages of text to record 
the minutes of all of the EC meetings during 
this financial year. 

Remit: To increase live giving to the General 
Assembly. One major programme initiative stewarded by 

the EC during the year was the completion of 
the development of the Consistent ldentity 
scheme launched by its designer Mark 
Howard at the 2007 Annual Meetings in 
Hatfield. Mark was also the designer for the 
re-vamped GA website that went live after the 
Hatfield meetings. Both these projects 
required extraordinary expense that was 
made possible with funding from the 
Millennium Fund. 

Activity in 200617: The Community Appeal is 
a yearly fundraising initiative running for a 
calendar year. In 2007 it was launched 
with a leaflet sent out to all congregations. 

Remit: The Panel's remit was changed to the 
following in late 2007: 

The Big Quiz was launched in February 2007 
a little later than anticipated. It raised £550 
which was matched by the Bowland Trust. 

1. To support and assist the GA Staff in 
locating and arranging sites for Annual 
Meetings of the General Assembly. 

The EC would be remiss though to close this 
report without expressing publicly its thanks 
and appreciation to each and every member 
of the GA staff who served the EC and the 
larger GA so faithfully during this financial 
year including now retired General Secretary 
Jeff Teagle, and new Chief Executive (the 
Rev) Steve Dick; Programme Staff members 
the Rev Jane Barraclough, Howard Hague, 
the Rev John Harley (Youth Offtcer) and 
Peter Teets (the CE's Personal Assistant 
during this period); and the Operations Staff 
including Andrew Mason (Operations 
Manager), Sonia Buckles, John Crosskey 
and Elizabeth Obe. 

A Summary of the Annual Report was 
prepared for the 2007 Annual Meeting. This 
was well-received. 

2. To review all aspects of the Annual 
Meetings and to make suggestions to the 
GA Staff for possible improvements and 
new programmes. 

Both projects are also ongoing as various 
parts of the GA embrace the Consistent 
ldentity principles in their own printed and 
display materials; and as preparation is 
underway for further enhancements of the 
website. 

A session was delivered on fundraising to 
provide further ideas for the fundraising 
guidelines which had been produced in draft. 
The Support for Organisational Leadership 
guidelines, 'Help in at Hand' removed the 
need for these separate guidelines. There 
was an Associate Members reception held at 
the Annual Meetings. 

3. To support and assist the GA Staff at the 
Annual Meetings in coordinating those 
activities usually undertaken by 
volunteers. 

A more recent communications initiative 
organised by the EC was the appointment of 
James Corrigall as Communications 
Consultant in June of 2007. Although that 
appointment has now come to an end, the 
EC is grateful to him for his assistance and 
looks forward to building on the work he has 
begun. 

4. To undertake a continuing programme of 
evaluation of aspects of the Annual 
Meetings by participants and other 
members of the Unitarian community and 
to ensure the GA Staff and Executive 
Committee are provided with the results. 

A new legacy leaflet was being drafted. 
Inevitably there have already been further 
developments since the end of the financial 
year and the EC is keen to discuss the 
results of its continuing medium and long- 
term strategy to secure our Unitarian and 
Free Christian Future. The EC wants to know 
what you think and so strategy will form the 
major basis of the EC verbal report at the 
2008 Meetings in Hatfield. It hopes many of 
you will be able to be present to be in 
dialogue with the EC as the embodiment of 
the EC's commitment to work collaboratively. 

The Associate Membership newsletter was 
redesigned - twice: and increased from two 
to four to eight pages in length. 

Activity in 200617: Further development in 
improving the Stalls areas; exploring 
reduction in business time to permit 
alternative issues; promoting workshops at 
the Meetings; and looking at future venues. 

The total raised from the Community Appeal 
during the reporting period for 2006/7 was 
£5,982 and £15,687 from Associate 
Membership subscriptions (including tax 
relief). 

Another particular success has been the 
arrangement by which each District 
Association has a link member of the EC who 
makes regular visits and maintains continuing 
contact. Some Districts have reported they 
feel they now receive more GA information 
than when they had a member of the 
previous GA Council. The EC link scheme 
was augmented during 2007 with a series of 
regional Road Shows to provide even more 
opportunities for EC accountability. 

Aims for 200718: Expand knowledge of 
possible future venues; enable earlier 
booking of venues; continue to run 
questionnaires to garner participants' views 
of the Annual Meetings. 

Aims for 200718: 
- To raise £ 33,500. 
- To complete and distribute the new 

legacy leaflet. - To continue to raise the profile of GA 
weekend. - To survey Associate Members to help to 
improve services to them. 

- To publish and release another quiz 
before the end of 2007. 

Growth was also a continuing focus of the EC 
framed around statistical information the 
General Secretary had compiled of the actual 
growth of Unitarian and Free Christian 



Report of the Executive Committee 
The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

New GA Chief Executive, the 
Rev Steve Dick (Leff) 

Retiring GA General 
Secretary, Jeffrey Teagle 
(Below) 

Actual Twelve Months to 30th September 2007 

Income 

Legacies 
Associate Membership 
Subscriptions 
Congregational Contributions 
Community Appeal 
Special Collections 
Dividends 
B&FUA 
Essex Hall Mgmt Fee 
Essex Hall (In kind) 
B&FUA Management Fee 
Inquirer Accountancy Fee 
Speed Trust Mgmt Fee 
Bowland Trust 
Sundry Donations 
Annual Meetings 
Youth Officer Grant (Chalice Appeal etc) 
Rent 
Payroll Calculation Service 
Sales 
Exceptional items 
Allocation for future Youth Officer Grants 
Total Income 

Expenditure 
Programme Activity (See Over) 
Administration Costs (See Over) 

Total Expenditure 

Net Incoming Resources 

Actual 
12 months to 

30.09.07 
0 

15,739 
5,063 

81.648 
5,982 
5,338 

77,821 
26,573 
18.750 
50,000 
3,489 
2,500 
1,200 

136,585 
6,238 

(8,670) 
22,500 

1,619 
2,721 
1,730 

20,017 

476,843 

21 7,845 
258,692 

476,537 

306 

Actual 
Year to 

30.09.06 
29,680 
17,021 
4.900 

78,844 
12,681 
3,943 

64,561 
24,601 
15,000 
50,000 
3,462 
2,500 
1,200 

153,747 
3,685 

0 
20,739 

1,026 
2,300 
4,145 
3,038 

(40,000) 
457,073 

183,055 
236,046 

419,101 

37,972 

Budget 
Year to 

30.09.07 
10,000 
18,500 
4,500 

82,000 
15,000 
4,000 

68,000 
22,000 
15,000 
50,000 
2,000 
2,500 
1.200 

130,000 
2,000 

0 
22,500 

0 
3,000 
4,000 

456,200 

198,815 
245,500 

444,315 

11,885 

Budget 
Year to 
30.09.08 

10,000 
16,500 
5,000 

84,000 
6,000 
5,500 

75,000 
27,000 
20,000 
50,000 
3,650 
2,500 
1,200 

141,000 
6,000 

(4,000) 
22,500 

1,000 
2,750 
4,000 

479,600 

228,445 
251,000 

479,445 

155 



The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

Programmes 
lnterfiew Panel 

Communications Commission 

Actual Twelve Months to 3Gth September 2007 

Expenditure 

GA Council 
Cost of EGM 

Administration CommissionlExewtive Committee 
Commission Expenses 
Grants Payable - IARF etc 
Fund Raising Panel 
Review and Support 

Education and Training Commission 
Commission Expenses 
JUEG Panel 
Groups Working Well Panel 
Huckiow Summer Schocl Panel 
RE Publications Panel 
RE Coordinators Panel 
Sunday School lnmme 
Organisatlonai Leadership Panel 
Engagement Support Panel 
Chalice Award Panel 

Denominational Support Commission 
Commission Expenses 
Programmes 
Worship Panel 

Commission Expenses 3.600 4,000 
Publicailon Panei 
information Panel 8.203 2.269 350 

Youth Panel 2,000 2,000 
Hymn Book Panel 
Buildings Advisory Panel 2.000 
District Association Panel 2,000 
Welsh Committee 

7.168 12.650 
Ministry Commission 

Commission Expenses 612 1,429 1.750 1.750 

Commission Expenses 2,372 2,500 
Ewmenicel Panel 
Interfaith Panei 

Budget 
Year to 

30.09.08 

0 
0 
0 

15,000 
10,000 
2,000 

27,000 

1.500 
1,600 
2,000 
2.500 

500 
500 

(675) 
3.000 
2,000 

500 
13.425 

6.000 
6.000 
1,500 

Actual 
12 monthsto 

30.09.07 

0 
0 
0 

15.855 
11.114 
2,505 

780 
30,254 

964 
519 

1.644 
1,567 

0 
0 

(759) 
2.168 
1.071 

156 
7,352 

2,665 
4,758 

Programmes 

Faith and Public issues Commission 

Penal Affairs Panel I 4471 5nnl 

1611731 12.0781 7.5281 7,500 
27,9671 16,6231 12,4781 12,650 

I I I 

. . - . - . -. . . . .- . .. --- 
Social Responsibility Panel 375 520 1,000 1,000 

2,021 3.522 4,572 4.870 
Commission Sub-Total 85,333 63,687 65,815 90,445 
Non Commission Specific Programme Expenditure 

Actual 
Year to 

30.09.06 

1.238 
3.246 
4,484 

6,597 
4,742 

11,795 

23,134 

1,071 
550 

0 
1.534 

67 
0 

(675) 
0 

27 
0 

2.574 

811 
1.452 

Inquirer Grant 
Salaries to Programme Work 

Budget 
Year to 

30.09.07 

0 
0 
0 

6.500 
5,000 
2,000 

13,500 

1,000 
1,000 
2.000 
2,000 

500 
500 

(385) 
5,000 
2.000 

500 
14.115 

1.250 
5.000 
1,000 

TOTAL PROGRAMME EXPENDITURE 

General Administration 
Salaries. Pensions, etc. 
Ex Gratia Payments 
Accommodation (in kind) 
Officers Travel 8 Expenses 
Omce Expenses 
Staff Training 
Audit 
investment Management Fees 
Legal Fees 
insuranms 
Minister's House Repairs 
lrremverable VAT 

TOTAL ADMINISTRATION EXPENDITURE 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 

The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

Report on the Expenses of holdina the 2007 Annual Meetinas 

Accommodation and Fees 
Conference Fees 
Donations to Meetings 
Printing 
Group Registration 
Overpayment of Fees 
Pre-AGM Expenses 
Room Hire and Audio Visual 
Speakers & Fees 
Receptions and Sundries 
Travel 
Van Hire 
Youth Honoraria & Expenses 
Surplus from 2006 

Income Expenditure Balance 




















































