The 2025/26 Ministry Training Application Guidance
Every effort has been made to ensure the system works, but it is a pilot process so please contact sbland@unitarian.org.uk if any issues arise.
The form can then be found at https://eu.jotform.com/form/251803888994375 and once the first page has been completed and submitted (and you do not clear cookies from your computer), each time you finish a page it will automatically save your information. You can return to your saved application form at any time.
Additional information to be submitted with the completed application form
· Declaration
· Essay
· Financial Statement
The Declaration will also need to be signed and then attached as an upload to the application form. It can be signed by typing your full name into the signature box
Essay

Write as a separate document a short (not more than 1250 words) essay or statement of your basic religious/spiritual understanding. Say what you conceive to be the role of a Minister today and why you think you are fitted to become a minister to a Unitarian congregation
The Declaration and Essay must be attached to your application or it will not be valid.
Financial Statement
This is to help candidates undertand the budgetary impact of studying for ministry and help to highlight issues of a practical nature. Whilst financial support is available to students, it is unlikely to cover expenditure at a significant level.
This form should be submitted separately in a confidential envelope marked for the attention of Simon Bland at Essex Hall, Essex Street, London WC2R 3HY. 
If you have any questions or issues about the application process for ministry training, please contact Simon Bland on behalf of the Interview Panel.
Please note that completed applications should be received before midnight on 4th September 2025.

	Application for Training/Recognition as a Minister
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches




	FINANCIAL CHECKLIST




This form may be typed or hand written.


	[image: ]



	Surname (Block Letters)
	
	

	Full Forenames (Block Letters)
	
	



FINANCIAL

What regular outgoings do you have?

	Type of Outgoing
	£ Per Month
	Type of Outgoing
	£ Per Month

	Mortgage/Rent
	
	Gas, Electricity, Water Charges, Council Tax, Mobile and Fixed Phone Charges
	

	Other Loan Repayments
	
	Lease agreements
	

	Child Maintenance
	
	Credit Cards
	

	Hire Purchase agreements
	
	Other (please specify)
	



What is the current total level of your debts (include outstanding mortgage, portions of loans or hire purchase agreements you have not paid off, and credit card balances)?

£




Mortgage


What is the remaining term and size of the loan?




Have you ever been declared bankrupt?



What is your current earned income?

£			a year/month/week


Do you have any other income?


If yes, how much is it a month?

£






Do you have any income which would continue during training/ministry?


If yes, how much is it a month?

£

Do you own any significant financial assets?

 



If these questions do not present a full picture of your financial situation, please give more details below.






Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………..Dated………………………………….

Return FAO S. Bland marked CONFIDENTIAL Essex Hall 


	Application and Training Process Chart


	

	Application Form submitted by 4th September 2025

	

	References sought during September and October

	

	Short-listing process by Interview Panel during October

	

	Decision re invitation to interview issued mid October

	

	Two day interview 31st October-1st November at Luther King House, Manchester

	

	Panel recommendation/offer within 5 days

	

	If accepted – Invitation to Orientation residential retreat in Feb 2026

	

	Development of first Individual Learning Contract (1) during Spring 2026

	

	Submission of first ILC to the Interview Panel for approval or refinement and training can start – May 2026

	

	Training starts 

	

	Annual Review via Tutors and Interview Panel –Summer 2026

	

	Completion of Academic and Practical Studies

	

	Final Year interview with Interview Panel 

	

	If satisfactory, recommendation to Ministry Strategy Group and Executive Committee for inclusion onto the Roll of Minsters with Newly Qualified status 

	

	References and Interview for inclusion with Full Status on the Roll after 2 years satisfactory progress

	

	Continuing Professional Development opportunities 



Checklist

Declaration
Essay
Financial Statement
Key dates
4th September for submission of form
31st October and 1st November 2025 Manchester  Interviews
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